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1. INTRODUCTION 


Knowledge of the past history of earthquake activities and 
the determination of historical information about the time of 


occurrence, location, and characteristics of past earthquakes 


alff 


t 
t 
in a region are necessary for the correct estimation of the 


seismicity of that region. These historical data are useful 

in building and verifying any statistical model for the pre- 

diction of the return period and the frequency of earthquakes 
\ 4 a 0 


with different magnitudes. These data are of important value 


in seismic regionalization, seismic risk evaluation, and deter- 


mination of the optimum aseismic design of structures in any 
region. Instrumental and detailed macroseismic data on seismic 
activities of various regions especially in the Middle East has 
been available only since the beginning of this century. Any 

prediction of future seismicity of a region on the basis of the 


available data of this century is risky, because it may over- 
look the long period tectonic activities of which their period- 
icity can not be determined by short duration observations. 
Ambrassey (1968, 1971) has discussed the importance of histor- 
ical data and has shown that for certain regions there have 
been relatively quiet periods of a few hundred years, followed 
by a highly active seismic period of another few hundred years. 
He has then concluded that any seismic regionalization should be 
conducted with proper attention to the long duration seismic 
history of the area. 

The present report is a detailed translation of a litho- 


kraph copy printed in Lahore in 1892 (from here on it will be 


called the Lahore copy) of an earthquake Cataloqua written in 


th 
Arabic at the end of the 15 century by 4 well xnown Egyptian 


writer named Suyuti. He has collected all the traditions, re- 
ligious ideus, and theories about earthquukes plus a comprehen- 
sive chronology oi the earthquakes which have occurred between 
570 A-D. to 1500 A.D. in the present region of the Middle East. 


A short biography of the author is as follows: 


1.1 - Suvuti the Author 

A detailed biography of the author and description of his 
works are given in the #ncyclopedia of Islam. The following is 
a short biography ot Suyuti based on the material of this source. 

Djalal al-Din al-Suyuti (Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-Bakr), the 
most prolific Egyptian writer during the Mamluk period and per- 
haps in Arabic literature, came from a Persian family who were 
formerly living in Baghdad. Suyuti was born on 1 Rajab &49 A.H. 
(Oct. 3, 1445 A.D.) in Cairo where his father was a religious 
teacher. He began his studies in 864 A.H. (1460 A.D.) and con- 
cluded them on a journey through the cities in fgypt and ona 
pilgrimage to iiecca in 869 A.H. (1462 A.D.). Returning to 
Eairo, he first set up buSinesSs as a consultant on legal prob- 
lems, and in @72 A.H. (1467 A.D.) he received ths protessor- 
ship position held formerly by his father. He then was moved 
to a more important position. In Rajab, 906 A.H. (Feb. 1501 
A.D.) he retired to al-fawda on the Nile island, where he died 
on 18 Jamada al Awla, 911 A.H. (Oct.17, 1505 A.D.). 

Suyuti's literary uctivity, which he had begun at the age 
of 17 was distinguished by an unusuél versatility. The vary 


long list of his writings compiled by Flugel in the wWiener 


Fahra, 1422, Vols, 5€-00, lists 561 works, but it includes num- 
erous short treatises in addition to substantial works. Suyu- 
ti's ambition was to try his skill in all branches of lioslem 
learning and he dic make a number ot compilations which are 
now of great value to us, which compensates for lost works of a 
Classical literature as well as collections of material. In 
addition to muny of his tine works in literature, grammer, re- 
ligion, biography, philology, etc., he has three books in the 
fielé of history; a general world history, a history of the 
Caliphs, and a history of Epypt. Apparently he was motivated 
to write his collection on earthquuses aue to the frequent 


occurrence of earthquakes in Hgypt curing his life time. 


1.2 - Suyuti's Sarthquake Catalogue 

Copies of Suyuti's collections on earthquases in the form 
of manuscripts or lithographic prints have been found in many 
ential, The first abridged translation of this catalogue 
into the English language was done by A. Sprenger (1843) from 
ey *’rsbic manuscript of the Bibliotheque Nationale de ee 
ang was published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Ben- 
pal. Suyuti's catalogue and its translation was again brought 
to the attention of the seismologist and engineers by Willis 
(192€) after the passing of almost one century. fYillis used 
the information given in Sprenger's translation of Suyuti's 


1. Brockelmann (1902), p. 147, item 42; and Brockelmann (1938), 
p. 182, item 42. 


2. Fonus asselin, Hr. 218 (This number seems to have changed. 


at to Broczelmann the Paris copies are now Nr. 4658 and 
4659). ; 
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work in his earthquazre catalogue. ‘The dates of Sprenger's 
translation were the original dutes of Suyuti which were based 
on the Moslem lunar calendar of Hihhri (A-H.). Unfortunately, 
Willis thought that the dutes were in the Christian calendar 
(A.D.) and mixed Suyuti's Hijjri catalogue with the other works 
using Christian dates. His work was used by Seiberg and others 
in their earthquake catalogues and led to many errors. aAmbras- 
seys (1962) pointed out the errors of the Willis catalogue ana 
Rave the corrected datss. Ambrasseys (1961) also published a 
condensed translation of Suyuti's catalogue based on the manu- 
script available at the British Museum (Or.5872). 

The description of the Lahore copy of Suyuti's work whose 


translation is given in this report is as follows;: 


1.5 - Description of the Text (Lahore Copy) 
The title of the Arabic text is "Kashf al-Salsalah an jWasf 


al-Zalzalah" meaning 'discovering the mysteries from the de- 
scription of the earthquake’ which is a collection of tradi- 
tions relating to earthquaxes. The text is in two parts. MThe 
first part is the photocopy of pages 11 to 16 of a lithograph 
copy of a.lithograph copy of a 32 page book entitled "A Collec- 
tion of Nine Tracts by Suyuti". This book was published in 
Lahore, India around 1890; a copy of it is in the library of 
the British Museum under the title 14521.C.36.(1.). The second 
part is the photocopy of pages 22 to 41 of another lithopraph 
copy of a 56 page book entitled "A Collection of Ten Tracts by 
Suyuti". This book seems to be an expanded edition of the pre- 


ceeding collection with an additional tract. It was published 


in Lahore in 1892. A copy of it is in the library of the Brit- 
ish Museum under the title 14521.0.47. 

The muterial of the tirst book deals only with the reli- 
gious aspect of the earthquake. This nop itor is completely 
repeated in the second book work for work; therefore, only the 
material of the second book was translated. The material deal- 
ing with earthquakes in the second book can be subdivided into 
four sections. The first section deals with the discussion of 
earthquake phenomena and the causes of their occurrence. It 
contains the collection of all the Islamic fables and stories 
related to the causes of earthquakes where increasea sinning 
and usury are blamed as the main causes. Another old theory 
relates the occurrence of HE) LER THSA) to an increase in the 
pressure and the escape of vapor from within the earth. This 
theory together with the description of the mechanism of the 
earthquake movement from a religious point of view has also 


been described in the text. 


The second section of Suyuti's article deals with the 
religious duties of a lioslem during and after the seed 
of an earthquake. In this section detailed instructions about 
special earthquake prayers that any faithful Moslem must per- 
form after an earthquake and the charities which should be 
paid to the poor and needy after the earthquake, Biton. are 
described. 

The third section deals with the descriptions of the 
historical earthquakes before the appearance ot Islam. liost 


of the material of this portion is based on Biblical stories 


ano the stories described in the yoran. Some definite histor- 


i 


ical data about anciont earthquakes may be obtained from the 
material of this section. 

The fourth section of the text deals with the chronology 
of the important historical earthquakes which have occurred in 
the present region of the Middle Zast (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Cyprus, Turkey, Iraq, Iran, 
Armenia, and Afighanestan) atter the appearance of Islam up to 
the year 654 A.H. (1256 A.D.). This section is relatively de- 


tailed and is of important scientific and engineering value. 


1.4 = The Report 
In this report, for the sake of brevity, the translation 


of sections 1 ana < dealing with religious and literary aspects 
of the earthquakes is not included. The material of these two 
sections may have some value from the theological and philolog- 
ical point of view, however, at present it seems that they do 
not have much scientific and engineering usefulness. 

Also, in this report only a brief summary of section 3 
which deals mostly with Biblical type stories about the early 
pre-Islamic earthquakes is given. It is felt also that de- 
tailed descriptions of these events will not have much scien- 
tific ang engineering usefulness. A complete translation of 
section 4 which deals with historical earthquakes in the Mid- 
dle fast after Islam is given. Additional historical material 
Or Other detailed information obtained from the references 
given in the text or from other historical Arabic or Persian 
books, available at the library of the University of California 


at Berkeley, are also included in this report. 
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No earthquake between the years 205 A.H. (817 A.D.) and 
444 AeH. (1052 A.D.) is reported in the text. While Suyuti 
died in 911 A.H. (1506 A.D.), the catalogue given in the 
Lahore text covers only as far as the year 654 A.H. (1256 
A.D.). In order to make this report complete and self con- 
tuined the list and the summary description of the earthquakes 
between these dates are taken from the works of Sprenger (1843) 
and Ambrasseys (1961), and addad to this report as Appendix I. 
& faw additional historical earthquakes found by the translator 
between these dates in other sources are also included in this 
appendix. 

Since many of the names of regions and cities in the Middle 
Zast have changed during the past centuries, therefore, at the 
end of this report in Appendix II the locations and descriptions 
of the regions during the period of occurrenca of these earth- 
quakes is given. This appendix is based on the geographical 
work of the Persian and Arab geographers of that time. In add- 
ition, for most cities the present coordinates are shown. The 
dates given in the text were all based on the Moslem calendar. 
The equivalent of these dates in the Christian calender is also 
given. 

In his catalogue Suyuti rafers to many original sources 
which had been avuilabel to him at that time. Fortunately, 
many of theSe sources are presently available in libraries all 
Over the world. Many of these sources which were available at 
the library of the University of California at Berkeley were 
consulted by the translator. It seems that Suyuti often had 


transcribed and in some cases had summarizeo the information 


sa ile 


given by the original sources. In any case wherevor any addi- 
tional information was obtained in the original sources it is 
included in this report. 

The translator's goal has been to augment the information 
given in the text wherever possible by additional information 
Obtained from the references or other sources about these earth- 
quakes. The objective is to make the description of these earth- 
quakes aS comprehensive as possible, such that the description 
of each earthquake can be counted as a short engineering and 
seismological report on that earthquake. For this reason wher- 
ever data waS available, the names of the references, the exact 
time of the occurrence of tha earthquake und its aftershock se- 
quences, the description of the damage, the effect' of the earth- 


quake on land and water, and the condition of the people are 


indicated. 


JI. Sar thyuakes Zefore the Birth of the Prophat wohammad 


The manuscript contains references to muny earthquakes 
which have occurred beforo the birth of the prophet Liohammad. 
- These references ara mostly based on 014 religious gtories; no 
Gcefinite time of occurrones or location is iver for most of 
these earthquakes. As detuiled translations or these stories 
are not necessary for our objective, therefore, in this article 
only e brief summary of these stories is given. 


Me first earthquaxe that huppened in the world was right 


after the time when Cain killed abel. According to some reli- 


pious stories the earth shook for 70 days. 


Wnen the prophet Abraham leid his son Isuac down on the 


stone on a mountain to sacrifice him for God, the color ot the 


Sky Changed, the lanu rupturac, uno there was an eurthyuade in 


the mountains. 


In the <Orun there are stories about the earthquaze which 
(1) 


destroyed the town of ilucdian in the North part ot Hojaz. This 


town belonged to the tribe of the prophet Shoeib. Against the 


repeated advice of Shoeib, his people continued their Sinning 
ana disobedience to Sod; then during one oi the nights a power- 
ful noise was heard ano an eurthquaxe occurrea destroying the 
Siatiinds town, Such that by morning evarybody was dead in his 
house except those who listened to Shoeid ana left the town the 


duy before. 


Kosas Selected seventy men from his Israeli tribe to go 


to tha mountein and hesr God. ‘/hen they renchad the mountain 


thay told lioses that they wovlé be satisfied if only thay could 
2. cor tnd locstion of the cities see Appendix I 
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seo soa, TPhoir demind was not accepted by GoG anu a very strong 
earthyuude occurred ihicn uastroyvyau all or thom exceot Lioses. 
aCCorc ing tO sOia ralfarences they were aostroyec oy un eurth- 
quace bocause they hac worshiped the golden calf eurlier, ana 
also they asked Koses to nsk God to give them sometning which 
had not been given to the people in the past nor would be given 
to the peoplo in the future. 

There is na description about ths earthyuazes which had 
occurred in pp We, the time of Jesus Christ. according to 
Abu-Sophian (the father of Muawyiah, the founder and the first 
Ommeyaces 4healif, who was alive during the time of the prophet 
Mohammad, a.) in one of his commercial travels trom Mecca to 
Sham, he ano one of his companions visitea a monk. The monk 
said that a prophet is going to rise very soon; the symptom of 
it was that Sham had been shaken by earthquakes eighty times 
after the time of Jesus Christ, anc only one more earthquake 
was left to occur betore trouble end misery came to Sham. Abu- 
Sophian then has said that when theyurrived near the mountain 
pass: of Thaniuh (it appears to be a location near Damascus, also, 
a location near Mecca, R.) they met a man riding on a horse. 
They aszed him where he was comming from. He said he was com- 
ming from Sham. They asked him what the newsS Was up there. He 
replied that an earthquaxe occurred in Sham which would bring 
trouble and misery to that land. 

There is also a story that during the attack of the Abyss- 


inian army under tho command of Abraha on Mecca, an earthquace 


occurred there. (The Abyssinian army came from the South of 


Arobia sround Yemon, ano attacked the city of itecca with war 
elephants in 570 A.D. (the year tho prophet ilohammad was born, 
also known as the yoar of the elephant). They wanted to destroy 
the city of Mecen and the Holy Shrine of zanbu which was their 
rival commercial and spiritual center. According to the stories, 
when these warriors arrived near hiecca, a very strong wing blew 
on them and suddenly the sky became very Gark«, then a very strong 
earthquake occurred such that the riders fall Gown from thoair 
horses and elephants. After that lurge numbers of.swallows ap- 
peared in the Sky each carrying three stones, 


one in thoir bills 


anc the other two in their claws. The birds dropped these stones 


On the attacdzers and destroyed all of them. Accoraing to modern 


historians they were destroyed partly by an epidemic and partly 


by a terrible storm of rain and hail that swept over the vally 


é) 
where they were encumped,R. ) 


ec. R. represents ths translator's comments. 


Trl. BARTHOUASES APTER THE BIRTE OF TRS PROPAST KROHAMMAD 

In the night that tha prophet Mohammad was born, on <9 aAuR. 
570 AeD., there wore earthquukes in jiecca with such an intensity, 
that in thse shrine of Yauba all the idols fell cown from their 
pedestals. This sarthqunxo continued for three days ano nignts. 
also, at the same time there was an earthquaxe at Sivan of “uisru 
in the city of lacain (Bivan of Kasra is the famous paluce of 
the cupital of the Sassunid dynasty of Persia at Ctesipnon, R.), 
which struc« with such un intensity that the great arcn otf thst 
palace crucdcad ana fourteen of itS ornamental towors uno dDattle- 
ments-fell down. (According to Mioslem religious stories there 
used to be a laxo near the present city of Suvah in Iran which, 


also at that time, disappoared, R.) 
\ 


(3) 
(Me AA she SFC Sore NG Tn) 


according to Abu-doroirah (a well known ifoslem historian 
at the beginning of the Islamic period, R.) there was an eurth- 
quaxe curing the life of Liohammac in the Lioslem countries (pro- 
bably in itiedinah; the place is not given in the manuscript, R.). 
Abu-Horeirah becume a Noslem after the conquest ot the city for- 
tress of FKhaybar in the year 7 4.H., therefore, this earthauaxe 
must have hanopensd after Hijrat between 7 A.H. to 11 A.H. (the 
last yeur of the life or the prophet lfohummad). 

There is also another story that iwohammad was stunoing on 
the mountain of Ohod, near the city of Medinah with Abu-B3akr and 


L 
Axi, when a Strong earthquace snook tnat mountuin.... 


3. AH. means After Hijrat; Hijrut was the flight of iiohammsd 
no A 


vince, R.) was destroyed.... Hoe hud hearo thut afterward in the 
your 161 A.H. (31 Aug. 748 - 19 Aug. 749) another strong eurth- 
quake cumo und cracked the roof of a mosque, such that the peo- 
ple couls see the sky from tne insida of thut mosque. Then, 
another severe eerthquake occurred which destroyed that build- 
ing. There was also un exrthquake earlier thun this one during 
the time of Ibn-Abbas (who was the well known cousin of the pro- 
phot Monammed and who died in 67 A.H. (686 A.D.), R.), but he 


Goes not know the exact yenr of its occurrence. 


180 AwH. (16 iterch 796 - 4 March 797) 
There was a strong earthquake in meypt which destroyed a 


portion of the top of the Aalexanorin minaret. 


Mp7 Ab. (20 Dec. 202 - 19 Dec. 803 A.D.) 
4& major earthquake occurred in iiasisah which destroyed 
‘some of the walls around that town and all of the houses. The 


time of its occurrence was ubout one hour past the beginning of 


the night. 


£03 AeH. (9 July 614 - 27 June 819 A.D.) 

There were earthquakes in xhurusun which lasted seventy 
dayS ang Gestroyed muny houses. The Jame’ Mosque (the main 
mosque of a city which is used for the Friday noon prayer by all 
the inhabitants of that city, R.) of the city of Bulxh collapsed, 
anc approzimutealy a quarter of that city was destroyed. This 


(4),(5 
event has been reported by Ibn-al—Jawzi. : 


5. No exzrthquaces bvetween the years 203 and 446 AH. Pusmrenontad 
in tha msnuscript. In the brief transiation ot another manuscript 
(tay fait. tee fip af>! | 
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5. (cont.) of Suyati's work obtained from the Par igs library iy 
A. Sprenger (1442), many eurthquaikes ara reported in this parioa. 
For the sake of complatenoss, unu as Sprenger's work is not read- 
fly available in many libraries, these eartnivaxes are given in 
this footnote. his trunslutor has founc a few other surthquuces 
between these gites in unother ratar.ence vy uccicent. hese 
earthquakes ulso ure inclnuooed in tHis footnote.msrked with aster- 
isks. 

£19 4. H.! (U6 Neen. bes —aaeans 1655) 1 


Great oarkness from noon until the evening. :' 


£20 2-H. (5 Jun. 625 - 25 Dac. B35) 


Antszya was destroyed by an exrthyquauke, which lasted fourty 


days. 
z64 AwH.. (22 Novy. @S6 = 11 Nov. €59) 
An earthyuake at Fergunu, by which 15,000 persons perished. 


e658. He (12 Nov.@859) = SO Oct. tb00) 


4n earthquase at shwaz for Sixteen days; it was also felt in 
Jeoul. 


235 1 dhe (7 Auge G47" 2a Aue. ee) 


At Dumascus many persons were buried unosr their houses; 
tho exurthquake extendeo to antakya, Jeziruh, ano iiosvl, It is 
supposed that 50,940 persons perisnsc. 

rama a! 


ChwH. (28 sug. 8465-916 sue. Gam) 


nN 


Several earthquakes, more particulurly in the Maghrib and 
in Syria, where the walls of Tamascus ano Homs were destroyed. 
It was felt at Antakya and £l-Avwassim,in Jazirah and wosul. 


zoe AH. (24 Nov. 847) 


-On Thursouy, the 11 of Rubi-al-akhsr, many buildings were 
Gestroyed at Lamascus by an earthquake. 


264 A.ti, (5 Ang. 646 - 25 July 849) 


at Herat, the houses were destroyed. 


£69 AH. (12 June 653 - 1 June 654) 


at Tivceriaes. 


= gy = 
5. (eont.) 
240 a.H. (2 June 854 - 21 May @55) 


In the iisghrib, thirteen villages oY “nirowun sunk. 
S40 gon. (e — O81 Dec. E56) 


In Shaben a very violent earthquake. At Tunis about 45,000 
persons were burieo uncer their houses, it extended also over 
Yemen, shorasun, Fars, Syria, Bustam, “wom, H“ashan, ney, el-Dams- 
ghan, Nishapyr, Tad@ristan ana Isfuhan. ‘he mountains tell down, 
ané the earth opones so extensively that men coulé walx into it;. 
ané in the villaga Zl-sud in Seypt, tive stones fell from heaven. 
Ons stone tell on the tent ot a Bedouin and set it on tire. The 
weight of these stones wus ten rotles. In Yemen a hill covered 
with fields mov3d from its place and becume the property of an- 
other tribe. 


240 Bitieal Oar. .6D9 - 27 Merch 860 


BParthquakes prevailed over the whole earth, ano many towns 
anc bridges wero destro veo. 

At Antak«ya a mountnin fell into the sea, with 1005 houses. 
It hac been coverso with about ninety villages. The river dis- 
appeared one farsang's distance. lTreadful noises were heard at 
Tinnis. 

In itecca sll the springs Gisiippeared.. The exrthquake ex- 


tendes over -Sndza, dutran, Rus el-'Ain, Home’, Tamuscus, Eoxha, Oot 


‘Tarsus, wussissa an¢ scina. On tho shores of Syria, in Lataxkia, 
mountuins moved with thair inhabitants, unc when it had destroyed 
El-son, it crossec ths Suphrates, ana was telt in Zhdrassan. 

Beas: 


245 4.H. (6 April 659 - £7 Murch 869) 


cording to the history of Ibn-al-jiurdi (VI. p. 228) in 

‘his jye.r there were exrtnguskes in Shum. It was most severe 
c cing hubat (February also a Jewish month) a temple with big 
arches “as destroyea. 

Tais Gurthquake has also been reporteo by Abu-Shamah (V. 
i-1 p. 268) he sexys, "“Abi-Hussan al-fiazi has read in some books 
of his olders thut is Zhu al-ya'oa of the year 245 Aw. (<4 Jan. 
-~ 26 Feb. 860) there have besn severe eurthquadces in Lamascus,R. 


249 AH. (24 Seb. 


665 - 12 Bed. 654 


In Dhul dsjj was a very violent ear thquuxe, at Rey the 
houses fell aown, and the poople took flight into the tielas. 


Gab wen N18 Rov, 871. ~ 6 ov. 872) 


At Wasit about <0,0900 persons were buried under thoir houses, 


by an earthquske. 


\7 


, 


5. (cont.) 


268 A.Hs (1) Aug. 86) -020 Suly 8b) 


At Bagoud an gurthquaxe, followea by torrents of rain ane 
a thundor-storm. 


240 AH. (£3 March 893 - 12 itureh &€90) 
At Ardebil six oarthquakes toox place in the course of tkis 
year; 100,000 persons vied unger the ruins of their houses. One 


of thes 2 oarthyqunkes was preceded by un aclipse ot the moon, dGurd- 
ness and wina. 


2EG “Ae heet (2G ssc 000 = Lowe. seOl) 
an sarthqguake which Isstec for some auys. 
S09 Whee (de June oo DOLUl ayes) 
In Rajab ut 3ugdud, it lusteo for some duys. 
On the day o1 srafat which tell in Summer, tne winc was so 
cola, thut the people were obligea to aress in turs. 
300 A.Hs (18 “ue. (Sle: =) G Aue oS 
A mountain split at Diiiawar, and streams of water pushea 


out from it, which submereod many villugss. a star split into 
three pieces, uno this wus followec by » trighttul noise. 


431 AH. (15 Se 


At desa many ouilvings tumbled down, and many people per- 
ishsa. 


244 AH. (27 April 955 eee cnet eo.03) 


An Gurthquaxce in Egypt; it lusteoa three hours, and aid 
great damage. 


$45 Accos( USA prt, ob0u=—FSenpril 957): 


An eurthqueke at Hamudan, many lives were lost. 


246 che Jel 


An earthquake at Rey ana ubout that torn, it lasted 40 days, 
then it discontinueo for sometime, but it agsxin returned. It ex- 
tended to Taliaan, ana there sunk 150 villages belonging to Rey. 
At Rey a mountain sunk, and an enormous chusm opened from which 


Water and smoke gushed out. 
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x (Comte )} 
47 A-H. (25 March 956 - 13 March 959) 
AN exrthquaks at wom, Holwun, Yuoman and Jebal, mu ny people 
erished; at the same timo 3:adad suiferea from an eortnquuce. 
During the reimn of wufur the Akhshidian, repeated shocks 
f earthquakes visited Egypt within the space of six months. 
Bema ninwnn te Oot... 972 — 1 Oct...97%) 
Seversl castles in Syriu were ruined by an earthquake. 
joo Ase (2 Oct. 975 = 20 Sept. 974) 
at Vasit. 
376 4.H. (13 May 966 - 2 iiny 987) 


liany persons perisheo under tha ruins caused by an earth- 
yuake. 


381 4.8. (20 March 991 - & arch 992) 


According to the history of Ibn-al-\iarodi (V.1 p. 311), in 
this year Severe earthquakes occurred in Tamuscus which destroyed 
many houses on their innabitants.una destroyed the village of 
Doomah (one ot the villages oi the district ot Ghovta on the South 
Bice of ITamascus) ana xilleo all its inhabditsunts, R&. 


ee \ 
go een. (JO Rov. 1002 - 29 Oct.-1003) } 
~— — 


In Syria, AwbasSim,ana the Greek frontier, many castles were 
ruinea by an exarthjvasce. 


$96 AH. (11 Apvil - 9 IhRy 1008) >) 


In Shabsn at LTinawar 19,900 persons perished under the ruins, 
besides those S5wallovedo up by the ground. An inundation took 
place at Shiraz, and muny ships were wrecked at sen. 

During the raign of 2l-Hdakim 51-Obaidi, who ruled from 386 
to 411 in Spypt, Several earthauaces took place. 


425 4.8. (26 ov. 105% - 15 ilov. 1034) —~, 

any @urthyuades to0oz place in Sgypt uno Syria, by which 
one-ti.ira of Ramiah was cestroyeo. the walls of Jerusulem fell 
down, and many villages were swallowed up by the ground. 


404 aK. (91 Aue. 1042 - 19 sue, 1043 


at Yebris, the fortrsss anc the town were nearly destroyed 
by an Curthquaze, and uoout 40,000 persons perished. any also 
perishes ut uomor ano Yaulubuz oy thea sume cnuse, 


-~ lz - 7c 


444 2..1ie (3 Misty 1058 "£2 Wher le OSs De) 
(4) 
according to Ibn-Yathir there was a mijor garthyquakte in 


the areas of Arrajun uno ahvaz and other cities in thut region. 
Dbue to this aurthquacze muny pluces were gestroyeo. Somezone who 
cun be trustea hus said that the root of his house was cruckea 

such thut he could even see the sky through thit crack, then it 


closed again. This story has been tolé.by the author of Hir'at. 


250) jetted ((2lisllovee— One cen 1 O52)) 

Turing the month of Shawwal boetsxeen the sunset ana the be- 
panntania of that night a Strong eurthquaxe occurrsd in Baghdad 
which destroyed mzny houses in that city. That ecarthquere ex- 
tended as far away ss Eamacdcun, Wasit,; anah, and Vikrit. also, 
Tawwahin was destroyed from the severity of this earthquake 
(possibly from the earthquake of 455 A.H. as the manuscript is 


not quite clear here, 2.) 


455 A.H. (30 July - 29 sAueust 1062) 
During the month of She'ban a major esrthquuke occurred in 
the cities of Wasit,(probubly the one in Syria), Antaxya, Letakia, 


Sur, Axazu, Rum, ano the area of Sham. It desStroyed a portion of 


Tarabulus. 
458 A.H. (30 April - 29 lay 1086) 4 


In the month ot Jumada 41-Uxhra there wus an earthquake in 
Khorasan which continued for many days. This earthqunke caused 
cracking and lano slides on many mountains, and death of a group 


of people; then, muny villages sunk aown und many paople ran awsy 


5. (cont.) 


438 A.H. ( 
xholut una Diurbekr. 


to the deserts sné plnins. During this time u letter from there 
reached Baghoud which was written by Sheigh.... In this lettor 
he described the earthyuuce and the concition of the people in 
this way; "the earth is shexing, the bodies ure trembiing, the 
thoughts have escaped the br.ins, the hearts “13 Weasaneo, the 
@yos &=s fnl] of tears, the chests ura tuli of sorrow, the hearts 
are, Pula. of Texr, ithe eH Dante huve left the town from the 
fear of this immanse earthquake. It was €o0 severe thut the moun- 
tains were shaxen and the earth was cracked, the villages were 
Gestroyed on their inhabitunts; only a very few people survived 
this earthquezne. The number of the people killed is beyond count- 
ing and must of the housés of the city ure destroyed; it seams 
thet tha duy of resurrection hus come before it is due. Crying 
and mourning is alli around and only few people have survived. 

The people are shocked from this horrible earthquake as though 
they are stone drunx. The earth is shaking and stretching; this 
is nothing but the wrath of the zlmighty." This dascription hus 


peen reported by the author of Liir'at. 


460 3.H. (18 Murch 1068) 

On Tuesday the cae of Jumada al-avla, Ibnsal-Jawzi has 
Said thut a severe earthquake happened in Palestine; and the city 
oz Kamllah was aestroyed; and in Hejaz (tha Northwest regions of 
Suvdi arabia) two of the towers of the Mosque of the prophet 
biohansed in the city of Ledinah fell down. The earthquake ex- 
tended to the villupes of Safra, Zhaybur, Badr, and Yanbu and the 


yvallages of “uru, Tayma, and Tabuk. The eurth was crucxed in 


Yayma whore troasures appeared in tho pround. Its sfioct reached 


the cities of iRohbuh ano .Kufsh. aA letter came from Some mer- 
chants in which they said thut the ontire city oF Ramllah had 
Sunk into the ground, vhere only two houses survived, unc £5,000 
of its people perished. Also, tne city of Hilat und what-ever 
was in it were destroyed. The famous stone in the city of Beit- 
al-iloghudas (Jerusalem) was cracked, anc agein, by the wishes of 
God, waS connestac torether. The water of the seu departeo by as 
much aS a one day walz from the shorsas; then, it came bacz to its 
Original place The euartnqueze in these citiasas happened all at 


the same time. 


4620. (25 Rme0ee hO0)) 
th th 
On fuesday the 11 of Jumuda Al-Auly (this day the 25 of 
Feb. 1070, however, appeers to fall on Yhurscuay, R.) uccording 
to Ibn-al-Jawzi severe earthquakes hacpensa in Ramlluh and its 
Surroundings, ano in (Jerusalem) and Egypt. A corner of the 
Jame' iJosque of Sgypt wes aestroyed. Phis eurthquaks was fol- 


lowed by two otner eurthynvuses shortly sarfterwuard. 


464 AoH. (29 0Sept. 21070) = 16) Saipt.elO7e) 
Strong eurthquakes occurrea in Baghdad which shook the 


eurth six timas. 


a 

6. Ibn-al-galanisi (p.94) has reported the occurrence of/severe 
earthquake on Tuesdny the 10th of Jumada-Al-Aula of this yenr in 
Palestine which destroyea the houses, and the walls ot Ramllah 
and its Jama' mosque and killso most of its people unoer the rub- 
ble. From the Severity of the etirthquake water appezred in muny 
Springs. In Banias sround 100 people dieo unuer the rubole ana 
Similurly in Beit-sl-ikopnnoas (Jerusalem). 

Ion-nl-Wurdi (V¥.1 p.672) has also reported that in this year 
Pulestine ung Seypt wer3 shaken by exrthquakes until wuter apuenred 
from the springs and filleo up s» large urea. The sea departed trom 
the shores tor about » one dyys distance, then, it rose up trom tm 
ground andwater returned and xillea many pvoplse, &. 


~N 


47ce Ae. (29 April ~- 27 liay 1085) 
In the month oi Jtuhurram there was an ocurthquake in aArra- 
jun (or Zrgone, see Appenoix 1) una many people of Rum and their 


herds were aestroyea. 


479 AH. (18 April 1066 - 7 April 1067) 
In Iraq, Sham, ung Jazireh there were strong earthquakes 
which destroyod many bvuildings. aA large number of the people of 


Iraq left the towns for the plains, but later on they returned. 


484 A.H. (22 Feb. 1091 - 11 Feb. 1092) 

In Sham and other areas there were strong earthquakces which 
destroyea many builcings. among the ruins were the ninety fallen 
towers of the wall oz the city of antuzyu. liany paople were 


CAV ATG= 9) 
killed under the debris. 


508 4.H. (7 June 1114 - £6 iiay 1115) 


A major earthquake happened in the region of Jazireh which 
destroyed about thirteen towers from the city of Ruha (Ufra), and 


some portion of the city wall of Harran. It destroyed many houses 


‘ 


and killeo meny people. In Balles (or #lsun) about 100 houses 


7. =%\Ibn-ul-.alanesi ( p.1<0) has reported that on Tuesdzy night 
the 9th of Shu'ban (26 Sept. 1091, this day seems to fall on Friday 
Accoroging to ths text this Gay was on ‘inshrin al-Awul which is the 
month of October, R.) a severe ano frightening earthquake occurred 
in Sham such that no one had over witnesssu unything lize it befora 
The people ran out of thsir hores and were ufruid to return. It is 
reported thst many builoings were oestro7ed in antukya and a big 
Church (or temple) was demolished killing many people unéer it's 
dcoris. Approximately saventy towers of tha city walls were dGe- 

ge vroyea uno tney remainsd lize thut until Ying hiualek Shah oruvered 
their repair ano the repair of other oeteriorated parts. 

8. 467 vAeti. (41 Jan. 10¢4 - 10 Jan. 19095) — Ibn-nl-ygalunisi ( 
Peace?) Pas reported tiimt in the micgsle ot the year 4687 42.H. unususl 
6urthquazes occurred many times curing the guys ano nights. all 
these exurcthyuuczes were long and continuous contrury to the usual 


SiG = 


were levoled, its fortress was destroyed, und only half of it 


survived. The aarth in Shamshet (Samsat) ana other places crackea 
(1:93) 


una sank. 


51) # vn. (Shey D7 = ASeApr Wie) 
tn 
On the day ot Arata (9 of Dhu al- Hijju) there was a 


(10) 
severe earthquaxe in Baghdad which destroyed muny ouildings. 


5S. te Hed (AO speciale?) 

Imam abol-Ghisem al-Rafe'ei, in the book History of wazvin, 
has said that in this yeur on trednesduy night the fitth of the 
month of Ramadhan a strong earthquake occurred in <azvin which 


again reocecurred one tull lunar year later, (Suncay°¥5 Nove PIZO): 


bls. oe (ee March ize Bee Memchin lcs) 

There was a strong eurthquaxe in Hejaz which displaced the 
Rokn al-Yomani (for the description see Appendix I) of the Shrine 
of Kaaba in the city of Mecca, ano destroyed a portion of it. 


Also, it destroyed some parts ot the Holy Mosque in the city of 


Medinah. 
516 S.-H. (le harch Jace cash pacesullices) 


According to Mir'et there was u strong earthquake in the 
city of Heirat which sank one side of the city and destroyed its 
wolls. (In idir'st (p.102) the name of ths city is Janzah, see 


Appendix I for location, i.) 


8. (cont.) earthquakes. Tne exact locsxtion is not given, how- 
ever, most probabl,;, they occurred in samuscus unu Syris, R.. 

Sioee ena S see is reported in Nir'at (p.52) with @ sieht 
difference; Gds the occurrence or tire in Harran. IJIbn-al- 
wGlunisi (p. S15 hauS ulso reporteo un earthquuke in Shon in this 


year. 
10. Mir'at (»,68) has reported that this eaurtnquake also ae- 


= 17 = 


Sey oeele. Rob. — 15 Mareh. 1120) 
According to Mir'at in the month of Gabi' Al-aAwal there 
was a Strong carthquake in Burhaad which aestroyed muny houses 


anc killed many people (Liir'at, p.10z). 


D0 Mott. Sie sOeh. W164 - 10 Oct. 1165) 


a 


Sebte, the grandson of Ibn-nl-Jawzi, has reported in the 
book of MNir'’at that in this year in Bughdaa there were so many 
earthgquaxes thzt one coulé not count them. The beginning of it 


th 
Was Thursday the ll of Shawwal (25 July 1165 aA.l.) and on each 
th 
Guy it ropeateo six times until Friday the 17 of Shawwal (2 
th 
Aug. 1165, Friday appears to Yall on the 19 , R.). ‘hen upgain 


on Tuesday nignt (6 aug. 1155) the earth trumbled trom midnight 


until morning ano the people were crying and praying for help 


(Gr at, ip. 153). 


See onesie pent. 11357 - 7 Sapt. 1138) 
A Strong exrthquere huppenead in Sham, Jazireh, and Iraq; 


a large number of villuges were destroyed and u lot of people 
ta) 
perishod. 


532 Aa.H. (8 Sept. 1138 - 27 Aug. 1139) 


4 severe earthquake occurred in Heirat.(Janzah in Mir'’et, 


p- 164). Ie to this earthquak 50,000 people died. ‘he earth 


10. (cont.) stroyed the city walls and killed many people. Abu- 
Shama (p.70) quoting Ibn-al-Athir in the book of Atabek reports a 
etrong eurthquake in this yeur in the city of Erbil and its neigh- 
bouring towns. 

11. IJon-al-Yalanesi ( p.c6c) has reported the occurrence 
of a severe earthquake in the montn of Snrur (19 Oct. - 16 Hov. 
1127) of this yeur in Jazireh ano uround iiosul Gestroying many 
pluces uno killing muny of their people, 2. 


- 1h - 


at Hoirat (Janzsh) sunk aud in its pluce somo blucx water appeurod 
which extended for ten farsakhs (xbout 60 km., R.).- In the city 
of Halebd during a single night ourthquakes occurrec eipghty-one 
times. sabu-Yo'la, ul-walanisi (in tha manuscript is, al-fala- 
fessi) nas told thut this eurthquake happened all over the world, 
but in Haleh it was the most severe, such that, the walls of the 


(12>) 
city anad the towers of its fortress were thrown apart. 


5356 ihe itite (19 iiayv 1144 Proll) 
th 
On TuescGay night tho 14 of lImu al-yu'Gx (this cate seems 
to fall on Friday and not on Yuescay as given in the manuscript. 
R.) the earth shook by » strong earthquake. fhe authors of itir'at 
and Ibn-Xnthir have reported briefly the occvrrence of this eartn- 


(19),(14) 
quake (the place of occurrence is not given. 8.) 


54404 sHoe( VA NSye11 400 =e Op rae) 


Strong eartnqguaxes shook the city of Baghdad about ten 


times. Due to this earthquake, in Haiwan a mountain cract#ed and 


lg. Ibn-al-alanisi ( p.26t) has reported that on Tuesday 
atternoon the 4th of Safar of this yeur (11 Oct. 1158), there wus 
a severe arurthquusce in Lamascus wnich shook the earth three times. 
Then, early on Friday night (14. Oct.) anotner earthquake occurred 
which shoox« the eirth many times. On iionagay night the 17th of 
Safur (24 Oct.) earthquazes returned again. On fuescay (25 Oct) 
there were three more, then an eaurthyqguuke occurrea on wednesday 
night (<6 Oct.):and unothsr auring the lust quarter ot ¥Frioay night 
(28 Oct.). It is reportea also that these ecarthquskes were very 
strong in Haleb and in the cities, fortresses, una regions above 
it, such that in Ealebd maay buildings were destroyeao und the city 
Walls anc the walls of the city fortress were ruined. People were 
frightened ana left the city and Stuyeo outsice. Most ot the re- 
pon tens saio that eurthquekes occurred about 100 times, others who 
ave investigutea the Situation Saia that they occurred about 80 
HUGE Rk 
13. .ACCondinemtoumim at: o V-G-1 p.1#4), in this year # 
strong eurtnquuxe occurred in Bugdud; und a comet ulso uppeared 
in this yeur which remaineo for 1U cuys. R&R. 
14. 54 di. (4 Narch 1148) — Ibn-xl-valanesi ( p.<96) re- 
ported that on the llth of Shawwal of 542 A.H., in the afternoon 


a lurg@2 nuncer of Turxnomuns were Killed. (‘The uuthor proouably | 

refers to the Seljuq or wgra-yguyuniu furkomans who were ruling 
(i570) (Gy) 

this region ut that time. &.) 

549 Aen. (18 March 1154 - 6 Kereh 1155) 

There was a strong wind aiter sunsat, such that one could 
see the bleze of fire inside it. The people wore frightenea and 
thought thst the resurrection Guy hed come. after that a strone 
@urthguace decurred (probioly in 3ughese, R2.). .n2 cosor of the 
weiter OL tie river Tinris vecame reo. In tha uron of Wausit, 
plood ezme out from tne ground, the ceuse of which hus remuined 


unznown (no referance is given,&.}. 


550 AK. (7 iturch 1155 - £4 Heb. 1156) 


an earthquake occurred in Baughaua. 


ool Aelelene ep. wtob: - 12 Meh. 1157) 


Sheith Iman al-Hufez Abu-Shumeh, in his book called Katab 


(17) 


Al-Ravwdsteyn, has aqescribed this event. He hus recorded the 


14. (cont.) it becumo absolutely gurk in Lemascus ané strong 
thundsr anc earthyuazes occurred. (2robably, this was not un 
@urthquarce but the vibration ove to strongp thunder.3.). Abu- 
Shama repeats the Same story busea on this refierenca. FR. 

15. accorcing to iiir'at (p.201) this earthquate occurred in Thu 
Hb—hij ja (too .prit 1150). It eracked the walls in the sity of 
Bazhoad. It reached the area of Halwun, crzczed its mountain and 
Slid it (or sunz it) to the eround. It destroyed many buildings 
and many people were killed uncer tham. &. 

16. 546 AH. (£9 April 1151 - 7 april 1152) — Ibn-al-valunisi 

(p. 217 - 216) reporiea an agartnqudke on the night of the 13th of 
Jurnadu-al-Uxhrea (27 Sept. 1151) which shook the aarth three times 
in the regions of 3usra, Hawran, (Saznat?)unod their surrounding 
sreus. It destroyed many builcines and wolls in Busra and other 
pluses. ie also nas reportea the vccurronce of eartnguuxes on 
Sutvrosy tho zcznd of shuwnreul (1 Ban. 1152) which was the third 

Guy of Shubut (Seb. uiso u Josisn month), causing the eartn, build- 
ings, uno walls to be Shaxen Stionaiy tnozeo times vefore noon. abu- 
Shamegh ropests tho Suma account vuseoa on this reference. i. . 
17. ghe report of sabu-Snama ( Vel-1 p.260) is quoted from 


‘ 2 % 


pooms unc the stories which hiva been Suio uoodut this ourthqueckoa. 
According to azbu-Shamon, in this year and the year atter, 
th 

there were miny earthquakes in Sham (on Thursday nignt the 9 of 


Shs' van 551 4.8. (27 oset. 1lb6 ) equivalent to the BE ae. ailul 
(September) at two hours past sunsot 4 severs earthquude shook 
the earth three or four times. 2). On the nizht of the oe of 
Rabi' al-Awal (fuesday, 15 May 1156 a.L.),(6n wedneséay night the 
arate: Sha'ban (10 Oct. 1156 ). Q), a frightening carthquaxe 
occurred. Before and after that eazsthqunace there were Similar 
earthquakes during tho days und nights. fnen after this, three 
Other lasser eurthynaces occurred wnich altogether amcuntec to 
six times. On the nignt of tha je This usorith AC mrtiugeye UES tae 
1.5 6)). Vlora timcety) wine nats ee of, Sha benie(SlS) Oct. suo oy any 
Strom” earthiuares osgeursecG, one in the morning una the otner oie 
ut surset which tsrritica the people. The news of exrthguazes 
‘also came from Hizleb anc Hama reporting that the carthquace had 
destroyea imuny places. One of the towers of A4Afamieh was aestroyed 
in this earthquuxe. «4 person who counted them saic that there 
were about 40 of them. (It is not clear whether it was 40 earth- 
quakes, towers, Or cities. R.) There had not deen any earthquakes 
Similar to this during the past years or centuries. On the £9 of 
the same month (‘tuesduy, £2 May 1156),(on Wednesoay the 29 of 
Sha'ban (17 Cet. 1156). &.), one earthquake occurred at the end of 
the day anc another at the end of the night. At the beginning of 
the month of Ramadhan (‘thursosy, 18 Oct. 1156), (iionday.y.) a frizht- 


ening aurthyuaze occurred, then 2 second ona and a third one. On 


17. (cont.}) the book of Ibn-al-,xlanisi (p.od4) in a very condensed 
form. ?he advoitional information which is not in the manuscript 
but is reported by Ibn-ul-xalanisi is incluved in the text within 
the paranthesis murksa with x. 


the thira of Ramuchun (£0 Oct. 1156),(tuesouy. Q.) three eurth- 
quakes occurred (the first one wus frightening, but tho second 
one unc the third one were smuller.,a.), then, another one hap- 
poned ut noon ano another trightening one ut micnight. 

Daring the night of the midole of the month of Ramadhan 
(Thursday, 1 lov. 1156),(one hour passed sunset on Friday night. 
we) a frightoning eurthquake stronger than the previous ones 
occurred; then, another milder one cume in tho morning. Luring 
the next night (Snturéay night, «-), two earthquakes hsopened, 
one ut the beginning ano the other one at the end of the night. 
Also, two days later (liondzy, 2.) and on the night of the £3 of 
Ramaghan (9 Nov. 1156),(curing the early hours of Friday night, 
Q.), strong earthouakes occurred. On the second of Shuwwal (18 
Nov.),(early morning of Sunday, Q.), a strong and frightening 
eaurthquaxe huppenso that wus more severe than the previous ones. 
Also it See on the 7 (23 Nov.),(eurly morning of Thursday, 
Redes, Ue 16 of the month (2 Dec.),(early morning or Sunday 
the 16 of Shewvul, g-). On the next day (the ie 3 Dac.), 


th 
(Slonday the 14 , ,.) four earthquakes happened. On the night of 


the Pa Dac.),(Sunoay night, y.) again there were strong earth- 
quakes. (Thon, numerous other earthquazos came which will not be 
mentioned). ho news came that in Kaleb there had been many simi- 
lar eurthquazes dastroying many homas. In Shayzar a large number 
of houses tell on the inhabitants unc kilied many ot them. In 
xufre-iab tho people fearfully ran away from the town. ‘The seme 
shing huppened in Humn. (I con't know what happened to the rest 


of Gham., ye) 


qs) 


552 a\o felo (ES reb. 1157 = 1 "2D. 1156) 
In this year a mujor surthquake ogcurred in Snum wnich 
caused the death of so muny people that only Soc anow tuneir nunr- 


bar. It Gestroyed most of Eulso, Huma, Siiyzur, nome, Zaire-mio 


(1t) 
husn-sl<-Akrué, Latakin, Ma'arra, Antakya, “uno Zaribulus (atesienh, 
(297) 
immascus, an¢ nll of the Avassins. nip). ACCOrGinzs to Ibn-cl- 


Javzi nobody in Shayssar surviv2ad except a lady and her servant, 
the rest of ths people perishec. In cafre-Ted not & Single per- 
son survived; its fortress ws ee Tle ware ( t2lle- 
Jeyroun, Pe melee oe into two pzrts; many nouSes, ouildings, 
and ceramic objects were found inside it; many cities of the 
code ee Gestroysd anc most of the walls of the cities of 
Sham fell down. (the fortress of Afamieh was destroyed. ‘The 
ground in Lataziah cracked and a standing statue of u lady inside 
the water wae found in ths creck. The towers of most fortresses 
fell; the cities of Saidu, Beyrout, akxe, Sur, and all the for- 
tressos of the Franks wsre cestroyed, eee! So many people were 
killed in this earthquake that there is a stoyr that a teacher 
in a school in dama went out of the classroom; when he returned, 
the school building had collapsed on the children killing Sele leroy 
them: more strange was ths fact that SS te to ask about the 
fate of his child who was in that eee 


aiP oh ic 


18. ot reported in Mir'at ( VAG Spe 
8), but not in the manu- 


19. Reported in Nir'at ( Walsh jer 


script. 
20. Franks is the name given to the Suropean crusaders by the 


Arabs. at ths time of this earthquake, the second crusade wis in 
progress and many fortresses anc Cities, especially the ports in 
Sham, Rum, and Pulestine were in the hands of the franas. 

21. Ibn-al-yalanisi (¢£.94) hus reported this story for the eurth- 
quaxe of 460 a.d. in the city ot samlluh. 


I 
tr 
G 

t 


th 
On the night of the 19 of Sufur (2 April 1157) a stronr 


ana frightening earthaunxe occurred (wecnesday night at dusk, 
ee then! another one oceurrea (2 legs strongsr one on Thurs- 
day night ea few hours past sunset, @), unc the same huppened on 
the night ot the are uné on the cay aiterward (after the Fri- 
@ay noon prayer, «w),(the 37° ena op of april). News srrived 
from the regions of Shan about the large oestructive eftect of 
these earthquakes (espacizlly the first one and the last one in 
the cities of Shayzar, demu, wafre-Tab, Afimiah, ana rogions 
above them up to some locations of Huleb, 4). 

On tne night of the Bee Jamuca-al-Aula four ear thquares 
occurred, (The tirst one occurred on Thursdsy three hours past 
sunrise shaking tha earth for some time; tne second ons occurred 
a moment after the Jaen (6 hours pust sunrise) of that day. 
Then at the ae of that day the thiro one occurred which was 
more frightening anc stronger thun the two previous ones. At 
the end of that Gay Guring the evening the fourth ear thquaxe 
occurred which was » horriole one. 2). ‘the people were crying 
and praying loudly for God's mercy. 

On the fourth of Jamadu-al-Ukhra (14 July) during the 
night, two eurthquukes occurred (It was Sunday night the tirst 
one occurred nexr the morning prayer at dawn, which was a fright- 
ening one, then another sisullor one occurred shortly utter. Q). 


fhe news came from the northern regions that these eur thquakes 


22. ‘this portion of tho manuscript seems to be w summarized ver-~ 

sion of th2 report given by Abu-Shumeh (p.261-2#1). ‘The report 

Of abUu-Shumuh if also u concans2d copy of the report given by Jbn- 
&l-yilunisi ( p. 357-648) und others. ‘ne acaitional iniorm- 
ation piven by Ibn-sal-gnlanisi or Abu-Shumuh, which is not in the 


manuscript, is given insioe tho purunthosis marked with the let- 
ters wand S respectively. 


z\ 


had horrible effiacts on the city of Haleb searSing uno horrifying 
its poopls. The sume situation wus in Homs, Homa, ‘and Yatre-TLab 
in which some purts ware destroyed, und also in Aafamiah in which 
the exrthquake destroyed whut was left to be ctestroyed after the 
previous earthquaxes including tha portions which hac bean built 
Or repuired. /Accoraing to roports these eurthquaxes ulso hid a 
destructive eflect on the houses of the city ot Luymna. &). 

On the ee Rejab (12 August 1157) during ths Guytime 
(LIonasy tha rade past sunrise, wz) & strong earthquuke occurred 
in damuscus with such an entensity thxt had not bean seen before. 
the Shazxing continued until the people were scared for their own 
lives ano thay ran out from their homes, shops, and cavered ureas. 
It hac a destructive effsct in many pluces; large portions of the 
ornaments of the Jume' iJosque fell gown, so that they could not 
be repaireso or replaced afterward. Soon after this another eurth- 
quake occurred and then it became quiet for # while. ! Then, at 
the beginning, middle, and end of the night of the same day earth- 
quakes struck again which were not as strong as the first ones, Q). 

On Friday night the Saat: Rajab (16 August 1157) a frighten- 
ing earthquake occurred which scared the psople, then at midnight 
another one occurred and at dawn the third one and the same pat- 
tern happened during the nights of Saturday, Suncay, and Nondey. 
Thereufter, Similar earthquakes occurred whose details ara too 
long to report. 

The news from the northern regions were so bad, thit people 
were afraid to hesr it. According to this news the city of Hama, 
its fortress, and 611 its buildings and houses had been destroyad 


on its inhabitants including old ang young, women and children. 


ae dea 


Goé's mercy. then, at dusk a smaller thire one occurrsd And 
aiter thut a smaller fourth one occurred und then tho fitth and 
sixth ones uno then it quieted Gown. ‘Yheso eurthquukes did not 
cause extensive daumace in the city. On Friduy the end of this 
month (15 Jan. 1158) after about two hours pust sunrise, an 
earthquake? occurred frightening the people anc causing them to 


run outside. 


(The manuscript in this part contains a reference to Halam 
Ibn. Al-Athar, 4l-ilota.adem's rénort xbout the. destraotion of a 
school in Mums on children which was described eurlier. It sulso 
contuins some poems by Louyed al-Douluh.... It seems that this 
information was tuken from the book of sbu-Shumah with excessive 
concsnsution unc omiseion. Ths detaileo description of thesa 
avents are xs follows; 


AccorGing to abu-ohamun ( Vel-1 p. £64) Ibn-Athir in 


Ris boon Of atabex hus reyortec that in tha yaur 552 jen. there 
Werd S3vere e.rtnqueaz2s in cham. Tney oceurred one after each 
Other destroying the towns and xilling the population. ‘They 


Were most severe in the city of Huma and on tho fortress of Shay- j 


zar which both were destroyed at one time. The same happened to 


their neighbouring towns and villiges such as the fortress of 


Barin and ila'arrre, etc. lMuny peopls were killed under the dobris 


of whom only God x“nows their number. It destroyed city walls, 
homes and fortresses. If the losloms were not fortunate for hay- 


ing Zing Nour-al-Din present to control and protect their cities, 
the Franzs wovld have antereo them without having to fight or 
surround them. He then tells the story of the collaupss ot the 


school in numa on the children nse wus reported surlier. <Accord- 


- 2u - 


ing to j.bu-Shumah ( Y.1-1 p.£64) somebody hud read % report 
in ths court of the eminent air Mouyed al-Doulah Assamuh Ibne- 
idorshed, Ibns-.ionead saying that from the eurthquazes which killed 
many veopl2 of Shum and which started in the month of tHajab of 

the year 551 about 10,900 people were killed in the provinces 
under his rule. Abu-Shamah then reports many interesting poems 
that hud been said about this earthquake. In one ot these poems 


it describes, that, aiter the surtnquaks people lives in houses 


and cottages made of wood. R.) 


553 AH. (2 Fob. 1158 - 22 Web. 2159) 

According to Ibn-Meyssr in the book of ths aistory of Egynot 
in this year in the month of She'ben (Z& Aug. ~- 25 Sent. 1158) al- 
Saleh YTaleai' Ibn-Ruzzik, the ruler of Zeypt, sent an army to stop 
the advances of the Franks. at this time a trightening earth- 
quake occurred; the ranks were dsfeated and ran away; the Moslems 
took over their belongings and their tents. There is a poem de- 
scrioing this event in detail and glorifying al-Saleh (the poem 
is not recorcsc in the manuscript. accorGing to, Ibn-al-Jalanisi, 
around this time there nad been a similar war between the troup of 
Ibn-Ruz2ik ana the Franks in the area of Al-dArish in tne desert of 
Jafar (between Seypt and Isrsel) which may be the location of this 
earthquaxe, 2). See footnote (22) for additional earthquakes dur- 
ing this yeur. See also footnote (24). 

23. «according to Ibn-al-alanisi ( p.551) on the 15th of” aabi, 
al-Awal 553 A.d. (16 april 1158 A.D. ) reports came from the re- 
gion of Halsb, that frightening exrthquazxes heopened theres, Gais= 
turbing the people anc shsxing their homes, then it quieted down. 
Also, during the night of the 25th of Rebdi, ul-awsl (26 april 11568) 


there wus a frightening earthquake in inmascus. Aliso, Inte Wednes- 
day night of the cdrd of Rujah (20 aug.115€ 4.2) there was a fright 


3l 


565 AeH. (£5 Eset. 1169 - 13 Sept. 1170) 

Shere was a severe earthquake in Sham and Jazireh which ex- 
tended to a lurge repion. I1t destroyed many city walls in Sham and 
caused the collypse of many houses on their inhabvitants expecially 
in Damascus, Homs, Hams, Holeb and Bazlaback. It destroyed city 
wolls and many fortresses and buildings. Xing Nour al-Din rebuilt 
most of the buildings which had been destroyed during this earth- 
quake or those destroyed earlier. 

The eminent judge 4l-Sharif who has observed the occurrence 
of this esarthquaxe in Sham, causing the destruction of many city 

walls and buildings has described it in the following manner; 


(condensed by the translator, R). 


23.(cont.) ening earthquake just:bafors.thaimorning prayer, then 
after one dey, on Thursday night during the morning preyer, an- 
other one came. ‘the above eurthquazes have been reported also by 
Atu-Shamah ( V.1-1 p.299) quoting Ibn-al=Qalanisi. R. 


262 “SoG Aon. (Jin. 1159) 

According to Ibn-al-Walanesi (p.354) on Friday the first 
of Muharram 554 4.d. (23 Jan. 1159;2.). ) a strong eurthquaze oc- 
curred arouno sunrise, then, durine the day two smaller ones oc- 
curred. 

On midnight of Sunéay of the 2End of Rabi-al-awal (13 
April 1159 ) there wes a strcor earthquake which shook the aren 
With four waves, waxing up exerybody who was aSlesp, and arising 
those who were avsake and frightened those who were at home for 
their lives anc their homes. He hss said that he does not xnow of 
its effect on distunt areas (p.257). 

On Friday the 7th of Janada-al-aula (27 lay 1159 ) of 
this year, very strong winds blew for a duy and a night destroying 
most 01 the spring And surer fruits end plant.ticrs and damzging 
some of the trees, then, at the end of the night a frightening 
earthquake occurred wich shook the ground in two waves; it scared 
the people und caused them to run outside; fortunutely, it did not 
dumags the buildings (p.&57). 

The location of the above earthquake is not given, how- 
ever, as his boox is xboout the history of Damascus, then, it can 
be concluusd thut these earthquakes have occurred thsre. R. 
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It was such a major earthquake and so widely spread that it 
destroyed every house, ruined avery fortress, pulled down every 
tall builcing, demolished every sxisting structure, mude poor 
every rich person, mace busy every thought, depraced every new 
thing, ruined every secure castle, madgo wicked the wise mon, cass 
filed every harbour, put to shambles every mountain road, seamen 

In Haulsb it was most Severe, such that half of its fortress 
and the city wus destroyed killing &€0,900 of its people under the 
debris. It destroyszd the walls of all its fortresses; and its in- 
habitants went to th: open country. The fortress of Husn-al-atread 
was destroyed such that nothing wss left from its wall. ithe samé 
happened in Hama and Homs. (‘tha ermy of oslems under Xing Nour- 
sl-Din and that of the Franks were very scareG of each other at. 
this time because most of the tortresses ware in ruins. ‘hey haa 
to divide their army among various fortresses for defensive roles, 

This eurthqueke was wide sprsad in the world, destroyed the 
fortress of Moslems and their cities in Shem, Huleb, Awassims, and 
Antakya. It occurred in Latakya, Jeblah &$~6%3%$ and in all the 
cities on the sex shores until Tarum. It has been reported thet 
in Dimascus only one person was dcilled by a falling stone when he 
wag on the stairs of Jxyroun. Ths rest of ths maou survived 
because they ren out to the fields. Yhe earthquake extended and 


passed ths Zuphrates River and reached Mosul, . Sinjar, husayoin, 


25. This earthquake hus been Gescribed in more detail in Nir'at 
( p.279) and by Abu-Shamah ( p.-467) quoting Ipn-nl-Aathir 
in his book Atabek. hess descriptions sre as follows: 

According to NMir(at, in the month of Shswwal (1&6 June - 16 
July 1179) thers were frishteninge eosrthouakes in Shum which de- 
stroyed most of Dimascus. fhe balconies of the Jsme' Nosque and 
the tops of the prenching platforms (or minurets), which were shak- 
ine like 2 date tree in a strong wind, fell cown. 


By A. ty) 


quzkes cxusing mountains to strike euch other. There wera two 
mountgins with some cistance between thsm and they moved and 


struck exch other, then returned to their original places. 


5S Aen. (Bodunes 1179 — 2% Ray 1160) 

According to ths history book of Ibn-al-xXsthir there were 
strong oarthquakes which cxused the destruction of fortresses and 
villages; and many large rocks were thrown dovin from the tops of 
the mountains (the location is not given, me) a 
SGT As He 29 eJame 1199 — 17 Jan. 1192) 

After the Hajis (pilgrims) left Miscca (nround Jan. 1192), a 
biack wind blew in all the areas, The shrine of Kaaba in the 


city of Mecca shook many times and some purts of the Rohn-al- 
(27) 


Iauu.ci (see Appendix I) fell down. Sgypt also was shaken. 


we at (24 Mov, 1196 - 12 Nov. 1197) 

A big star exploded anc a frightening noise was heard from its 
explosion. It shook the houses and buildings; the people were cry- 
_ing and praying to God for help. Ibn-al-Zathir has saié@ that a let 
ter came from the Judge,al-Fazil (vizier of Saladin) to the Judge 
Yahya-al-Din, Ibn, al-2xki reporting the news of that event. Accon- 
ing to this report on friday night the ninth of Jamada al-Ukhra (29 
April 1197, which seems to fall on fuesduy) there wers patches of 


Gense darkness in the sky, then there was much lightening; and 


26. According to Mir'at (p.2&7) in 5@2 4.H. (1186 4.0.) all the as 
tronomers ano astrolopfers predicted that the world was going to be 
Gectroyec in the month of Jamadu,ul-Jzhra. ‘Tne psople becume pre- 
pared und cur snelt2rs unc busements una stored food in them. ‘ithe 
assipnec time pussed unc nothing huppened. ‘Where ars muny poems 
about this lying of the ustronomers. 2. 

Oct Miviat p.449) reports the sums svents (sxcept shaxing 
of Seypt) and says thut red sSund also ruined on the people. 


very strong winds; then, they gradually became larger. ‘there 

was loud noise of lightening and thunder, then the earth started 
shaking and the distant walls struck esch othsar, and a luyer of 
dust was panerated between the ourth and the sky. (probrbly in Seyet 


R. ) 
(£6) 
597 AH. (7 May - 4 June 1201) 


In the month of Sha'ban there vias a severe earthquaze wihich 
yesched a11 parts of the world (at the same time, Mi). ‘Whe author 
of Mir'at and others have rzported thut there wus 2 very Sévere 
exrthyquzke starting from Sa'ic which Gestroyec many buildings in 
weypt killing larsze numbers of people uncer the Gabris. [It 3x- 
tanced from there to Snam, Savahsl (the sea shores), Jngireh, 
and the cities of Rum and Iraq. In Sham it osstroyec muny builé- 
ines sin” the ir en ou Basra. In Savehel it destroyed many build- 
ings und killed many peorle. It ruined many houses in Tfarabulus, 
Sur, Akza, and Nablus. In Nablus nothing was left stencing ex- 
Ospt the Harat-al-Semarah (it seems to be the name of the holy 
temple of a group of Samaritan Jews, se2 Appendix TD). hasty 
thousand people perished there under the debris.” (It reached 
Damascus and destroyed most of the homes; only a few homes sur- 
vived the dsemazs. The people ran out into the strests. ii). a 
large number of the eastern minarets tell in the Jame' iiosque of 


Damascus, also, fourteen (16. Mi) of its balconies uno most of 


kelasah (or most of the lime kilns) and the hospital of Nouri 


28. In the meanuscrirt the year is recorded as 599 A.H.e, however, 
doy, Del eaten ( pear7jeit is"597 ACH. vinich S&Jso (iS sin esouuescu 
ascending oréer with the next serthquake in the yeur SSE A.d. 
Mir'at has reported most of the informatio: given in the manue- 
script with soms extras und sone omissions. Itdams appeuring with- 
in the parunthesis marked by Mare the extra information given in 


hilr'at. 2. 
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(built by Zine Hour-al-Din) were dostroyed. (It cracked the come 
of Nasr, nna there was lund cracking and subsidence around Kelusah 
(limekilns?). Banian, Hunein, und iiabrin were also destroyed. hi). 
A froup of people from Baslabek ware collecting Ribbas (a plant 
used for food) in the mountains of Lebanon; two mountains fell on 
them and killed all of them. (he fortress of Baalaback was de- 
stroyed even though it was built vary strongly with large stones. 
The eurthquake resched Homs, eAtahe Huleb, and awassim. It passed 
the sea and reached Cyprus. li). ‘this earthquake passed through 
Cyprus and sepsrsted ths sea und mide waves like mountains, which 
then, were thrown to the shores with all the ships. It extended 
to the eastern regions to MNnalat, Armeniah, and Azerbaijan. It 
has been estimatec that apnroximetely 1,190,000 people perishad . 
in this earthquake. ‘The curation of this earthquake in the berin- 
ning (or of the first eur thquaxe) wss a long as it takes a man to 
read the “ahf Surah in the 2 ae 

Then, sarthquakes continued for a few more duys. Some of the 
literary people have described the situation as follows; After 
ths occurrence of these sarthquakes, in the urea of Sham there 
were great disesters and chaos in most Jochtions:’. ‘There were 
calumities from the region of Jazireh to tke cities at the sea 
shores. The fortresses und towns were destroyed, unaccountable 
numbers of hovses, buildings, and luxurious homes were demolished 
from the foundutions to ths tops. (The manuscript contains a 
fine literary purupraph here which describes the Buffering of 


the peoples at this time. The causes of this calamity were blumed 


29. dahf is the name of one of ths Surah's (chapter or section) 


in the yoran which is ubout words. It took the trsnslator ___ 
Seconcs to read it fest. 2 


on the inerssse in sinning, usuury, oppression, and disobeying 


religious orders. RP). 


598 AH. (2 Oct. 120] - 19 Sept. 1202) 

It is reported in Nir'at that in the month ot Sha'ban there 
WwaS a ssvere eurthquake which caused the cracking of the fortress 
of Homs. fhe watch tower which wes on thnt fortress was thrown 
down. It destroyed Husn al-Akrad and extended to Nablus and de- 


stroyed ite remiining parts. (It also reached Cyprus, if). 


600 4.H. (10 Sept. 1203 - 28 Aue. 1204) 

Thers was 2 severe earthauace in the region of Seypt, Shan, 
J@eiren, Mosul) slrsqe and in cities of Rum, Cyprus, and other 
cities. This has besn reported by Ibn-Aathir in his book sl-Kamel. 
Others have suic that this earthqueaxe extended as far as Sabta 


(in the manuscript it is Shaybu) in the cities on the west (iagh- 


rrp) ¢ 


605 AH. (16 July 1208 - 5 July 1209) 
According to Mir'at the city of Neysnapour-was shaken by e 


strong earthquake which continued for 10 days. (Many people were 


killed under the debris, Mir'at (p.53¢)). 
608 A.H. (15 June 1211 - 2 June 1222) 
There was a strong earthquaze which destroyed many houses 


Shawbseu we 
in Seypt, Cairo, and ulso in the cities of Zaraz and/(Saveids?): 


. 


As, } 


where it destroyed many towers from its fortresses. liany children 
anc women perished undsr the debris. It has been reported tl.at 
betr-2n sunsst anc the Degiucing of the night sometning f211 down 


from ths sky neur the grave of atekeh (the duughter of Yuzid the 


4o 


Saye 


second Ozmeyed's Xhulife) on the west side of Lamascus. 


fection (CamOne leoG a0 Dac 


According to Ibn-Athir in this year there was an earthquake 


in his region (dJszireh, Mosul) which destroyed many villsges theres 


654) Ault. «(26 Tune 2 


) 


fet) 


D 


im 


On wondey the bepinning of Jamuca al-aula in the holy city 
of Mudineh, ther2 was 2 noise like that of far thunder, then it 
WaS repeuted many times for about two Guys. hen, on ilednesduy 
night after the noise, a strong surthquake occurred which shook 


(Z0) 
the earth and the buildings. 
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31. No earthquakes after the year 654 ure reported in the manu- 
script. Inada. Sprenger's (1843) translation of Suyuti's work, 

the following additional earthquakes are reported; ulso, s#s foot- 
note number 5. ‘ 


657 AH. (29 Dec. 1258 - 17 Dac. 1259) 


In Egypt. 

661 Aec. (15 Nov. 1262 - 3 Nov. 12635) 
Mmoscl 
maueil. 


662 aed. (4 Nov. 1263 - 23 Oct. 1264) 


In Zgypt. 
667 4.H. (10 Sept. 1268 - 20 aug. 1269) 


In Sus, by which many castles were destroyed and many lives 
LOSTS: Merits - sere ine ST APN = IEA 
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692 AH. (1] Jon, — 8 Feb, 129 
ar T Karak 
In the month of SafyY at Ramia, Fakul_end 21-Kerk three vil- 
luges were destroyed. (<p7, an 7 ie “(ied Ay 
AEG as 


693 Ah. (2 Jsc, 1293 - 20 Nov, 1294) 


In Egypt. 


702 A.H. (5 Apoust 1303) 


Dhve- 2 - play 
On the 224 Dhilhaj;, Thursdey, in fzypt ano Syria, many per- 
sons were buried uncer the ruins, and all Alexandria wus submer- 
gad uncer tne sea. 


(22 note! (SOUTane lece  — Ievaneelses)) 


Meg ft 
In iignurrum at Damascus at night. 


tw: 


PiaOueA stn eel boar May 122 
Tevegules Shs shot 


In Ra jed, at fripolia and in Syria. 


7144 AH. (26 Ma; May 1444) 


1243 - 14 


In Egypt and Syria. 


741 aed. ( 21 Febdruury 1241 
ef] 
On the 4th of Ramazan, two shocks in one hour at Cairo. 


er 
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31. (cont.) 
975 AH. (23 June 1373 - 11 June 1574) 
A slight eartnquike at Csiro. 


787 AeHe (19 Sept. 1285) 


On the 13th of Shaban, slight earthquake at Cairo and Egypt. 
M88 Awe (17 July 1266) 
Jem edu al. Uhre 
The 18th Jomada 2nd, a slight earthquaks. 
791 AH. (31 Dsc. 1988 - 19 Dec. 1289) 
Safir at Nishapur, violent wind and earthquaxe; many souls lost, 


Nishapur was seven times destroyed by earthquakes, but this 
time was the worst, (13-Junv=!27 Feb.) 1589). Tumady 


—sioythr, Aleppo and.its dependencies suffered from earthquakes on gom- 
-gta--End, and Skaxan and WOREGES tst; and besides thet several times 
in the syme year. 4. Ol—:w. 

809 AH. (1& June 1406 - 7 June 1407) 

Ant akya 
an sarthquake in sntivenia, many lives lost. 


811 aH. (20 Use. 1408 - 17 Jan...1409) 


bile Mats Farakulys : , 
In Shaban about Aleppo ane Mat pO TAG. many lives lost by 
earthquakes. 


822 aH. (28 Jon. 1419 - 16 Jun. 1429 
At arZungan and Constantinople. 

825 4.H. (26 Lee. 1421 -~ 14 Dec. 1422 
At Cairo. 


628 aA.H. (1E June ~- 16 July 1425) 


In Skaban, in 2fypt, three shocks in one day. 
624 4.H. (14 april - 12 tay 1431) 

In Shaban, at Gransca, and in spain. 
Zt At. (4 Yov. - 2 Dec. 1424) 


In Rabi 2d at Cairo. 


2 AO ay as 


31. (cont.) 1 


(28 Jun. - £5 Feb. 1437 


641 Ad. 


In Shéban at Cairo, a slight eurthquake. 


661 Ati. (29 Nov. 1456 ~ 18 llov. 1457) 


At ArZangan, the most part of which was destroyes. 


863 4.H. (§ ov, 1456 - 27 Oct. 1459) 


Varak 
At Kerk 100 lives lost by an earthquake. 


882 Aw. (26 4pri] 1476 - 14 april 1477) 
In Sgypt a slight earthquake at night. 


U 
\ 


6880 aH. (23 Jay 1475) 


17 th of Livharranm, at noon, a violent eurthquaks in Egypt. 


688 A... (15 June 1483) 
Fomada ol-Aula 


The 9th of Jomaca—lst, on Sunaay, a slight earthquake. 


@89 Awd. (29 Larch - 27 April 1484) 
Kab al-Awal Haleb 
Rabi-let, six or more terrible shocks at &éAtspro. 


896 Aw. (22 April 1491) 
Jemacda Al Ukhra wi 0: dali Sct, = ste Lat ow Satda ‘) 


12th ‘Jomada—Zé, on Sunday,” a eye earthquake in Egypt. 


* 


905 4.H. (24 July 1500) 


Tre night of Friday 27th Dithajj, a slight esartnquece. 
Dhy of-Hrqa 
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(s) 
Jf tnvad (20.07 Norse 4s S|) 
DA Yue,d A 
Pessantiy-a city in Zhusestan province, on ths xarun River, 
in S.. Iran. 
Shvaz is Khusestan, it is a large province consisting of 


payen counties between Basra und Fars; each county has & nae 


ang Ahva2 is the name tor all of then (M). 


Y AkkA (32.55 N., 35.04 5.), Acre, Ptolemais, Aceh, Gh gern 2 ee ites 


2 : A city in N.‘. Israel‘'9 miles N.. of Haifa. 
Q Gity on the shores of tha—sea—-cf-Shnam,—part—ar—lordan- (—-). 
. it oe Zt 
. Alezondria (31.12 N., 29.54 5.), Al-Iskxandariyah ay eT 


Beesontlee city in Seypt. 


alexander the great built 1% cities all of which were called 
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iat : 
G=- 5. ca Goayeker pine EO Coast exe dakeen foe 


Sia = | 


Alexandria, afterward the name of some of them changed. Some of 
them are in the Middle Zest. The main alexandria is in Egypt. 
e of a village between Huleb and Kama. 
Also slexandria is the names zd Rese ceMaeR eesti Z.t4 °° Wed 
Also, there is as village by this name on the Tigris river/Y Be~ ° 
ween-Dt and heey of asit— tei Paresh t 607i} ASO. | sme: 


it is a villuge between Mecca and Medinah.CM ) 


v ANAH (34.293, 41.578) ,Ana 


A village in Dulaim Privinee in W. Iraq on the SRpPattGy. 

Aneh is an island on the Suphrates River and is a famous 
city between Rahabah and deit. It has a largs fortress and many 
villares anc gardens around the Euphrates. Also, annh is a city 
in Joroanin the rsgion of Sham (mM). 


af arth & nag 
/ he 
J sWMAEYA (S6.10N, 3610 8), antiock Miticchis Ved) 


A ; 
Presesiiy XY city in Turkey. Hale! 


It is one of the important cities of Shan, petra tee 
Sect eive a sday and a night walking distanceg It ha It has wallp 
ang a fortress. Its wall has 360 OT ae tive gates, etc. (mM), 
On 


I 


ARDEBIL (26.15N, 48.185), ardabeil 


Pees A city in Azarbaijan province px NW Iran. 


It is one of the famous cities of azarbaijan-—tt was a 
~illags before Islam (M). 7 wid, 


ANISH ( ) Laris 


& city which mar KS the beginning -ef—he—semmeon of Egypt onthe dustta., | 
} 


tt. ase —S See - Pectin SAA el 6) 
of Shand t is located on the shores of the Sea of Run Ae so esa 
middie of a sandy desert. It was destroyed by the Franks, (M). 


J AniiouIA ( ) 


peeoessth) A region in Turkey and also armeniya S.S.R. Not 
It is the name of a vast region. Fvom—the—nseth It extends fit 
to Barzaa' and Babol ~Ab}ab (a city on the Cuspian Ssa), from ths 
South to the cities of Rum und the mountuin of wabaq. There ure 
two armenias, the small one and the largs one. The small one con- 
sists of Tiphlis and its surroun¢ing; und the large one consists 


V BAALABAK(S4K, OS Grerlelia) Fe Baalbek, ancient Heliopolis 
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Aclonduing Fe a Sone psy Ce Moser 


of ~hulut end its surroundins, is the 
name ot four rsgions. the first one Sanihine ronnie ae «<abdleh, 
Shervun una their surroundings; the second one continas Jorzaun 
or Jardun, Soade-bil, Babe-Firouz-va-.Jobad, and aluzz; the third 
§s Basfarjan, csabil, Seruje-Tair, Buqravand, and Al-Nashuvi; and 
the fourth contains Shamshat, yabqla, Erjish, and Bajonais.(M) 


ARQA ( ), Arcas or archns, Alerh, Drkob, Md, Ancag, &* 


A town £4 xms. east of Tarabulus on ths of mountain. 
Approximately a mile from the Sea. One ot its fortresses is on 


the mountain. A 
<It is also reported that Erqa is part of Awassims located 
between Rafinah and Tarabvlus. ( }) 


Ca, | 


v ANRAIAN oY) Milas ; 
oto “iw ws about 16 : » Ext of Meseat oly ch Befhalon SW Tran. 
Ln ence herr 
It is one of the lurgs populated cities of the Sars province, 
it is also called Arghan (M). , 


AVASSIN_( ) Pad ) JI 


It is ths plural of asem. It refers to the fortresses und 
the areas around them between Huleb ang antacya. Lost of these 
fortresses ure in the mountains. iiusisuh and Tartus ars among 
them, but Haleb is not incluéed (M). 


~~ 


" AGERBALIJAN coating © Meter 
Region /in NW Iran an&~¥epubdlic of U.S.S. Re wath the Sane ance, 


“ 


AYRAH (32.37N, 36.223) 


Syria, (possibls location) 
4yr is a mountain inxfejaz. Also a location near ifecca. 


te 
Hos 


A city 25 miles N by Nw of LTamascus, suffereo heavily in 
an eurthquake in 1759. 

It is a city with a three days traveling distance from 
Damascus. here are many vonderful buildings, palaces, and large 
monuments(in this Sh Supported on stone columns, ete (Mm), 
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7 San C2S84SNn 582508) 


“So 


A village in Ne central Hejaz, Suudi Arabia, 20 miles, SW of 
Msdinah. 


It is a famous place between liecca und Medinah at the end 
of the desert of Al-Safru. (M). 


ce 


BAGHDAD (33.20, 44.255) 


oe eee ee) 


Capital of Iraq on the Tigris River. Founded in 762 A.D. 
BALLES ( ), Betis, Barkakr ruc ED 
i 


A town in Sham betveen Haleb and Raqqaxom the West shore 
= ° El 2nd (See 
of the suphrates miver et . AG shutcdilenee fro. 


BALKH {26.46 H, 66.505) 


Presently called Wwazirabad, in Muzar-i-Sharif province. N. 
4fgheanis tan. o hr A) ees . 
Git re a well known and important city in <hurasan Prpum«C_ 


mere ts mae \by sionzols. 
Rr teat, Atitwitoo~ : 


. ‘ P 4 , 
Y Ballas ( ), Baleanee, Bunyzs, Belinus, Bulunvas Swe 


Cuesares xshilippi 


S4nsus. 


— 4 esr tO Bee es located 


a mountain oreswne dest s#ee of LTamascusCfV)), 


v BaRSIy ( ), Burin, Montferrand> sr Me 
_ 


& town betwsesn Hnleb and Hamu, closer to Hama, also between 
Homs and the sreres (I). 


e Cart 
_ BASRA (S0.20N, 47.503) 
4 city in the South of Iraq. 

‘Basra is in two locations, one ia the large and famous one 
in Iraq, the other is in ths fur-VWest, near Sus (or Shouneh) which 
is a ruin (tA). ~— pos 

of Kathtn Af seca) 
yf BStROUT ), Baruth, Berytus., Barut 


A well known city on the shores of Sham, part of the pro- 
vince of Iamuscus, 18 Ems. from Saiéu. 


ott feet of 


w 


; F Ss 


€ y SRA (22.290, 26.2938), Bosra esh-Sham , Boats , Csi Beara, pad 


! 


a town in Syria 


& Ie Cnsi iebaf 


is ote a wens: oz ee a near Okbura stc. ars 
Ann tend 


, BYBLOS (24.08N, 35.583 Bylilus or Jubeil 


A town in Lebunon. See Jobayl 


CalnO (20.054 


2 ele 153s) 


Cupital of Sgypt. 


It is a Saky beside Fusta tgp themes au wHll around both of ew. 
Foday aatis the capital, army carp, 


Se ané ths biggest ci ty of Egypt (+). 
© Sus 
. CTUESIPHANE (35.06N, 44.363) 


Ancient site in Iraq 20 miles SE of Baghdad, on ths po 
bank of the figris River. Cnpital of Sassan £26 Ae Deseo 


isS¥g@4 The famous Sassanid palace "givane-Zasra" )wue in this. are ey 2 


\ dyeasty 


Ges ruins can be sesn today. 


J CYPRUS 


An island in the Sea of ae 


is in the hands of the seewse 


Pidufes ( M) 


y DAMASCUS (23.20N, 36.188) Diwiohte 
\ Capital of Syrda. 


} er 1d), 1) 
vy Dahuhi_( ), Dardn , Dorsma, Dats 4 J 


A fortress wt$er yazah tos=sd{igypt about a few eiomevers 
from the shores.(M ), ae. —s 


‘ous 
, Thott aol 


= 


C \¥ 


: ray yell. Bales Ti.-\acl 
ay Th feet ANCA ATR 4 
e i] f pare te’ e 
7 om Crt (Ceol Te Me (le, 
ae Reset “a 


Sturn, It is a city on the shore of the Red Sex in Shame It is + 
aul OS SS a 


~ 
Es - = 


Inks wODHan (ee) vabricl: 


—~ Ke 
“Yon the Sastern side of the Euphrates River o£ contains 
Harran, Raqqa, Shamshat, Sarsuj, Tele-iiauzoun, atc. (M). 


Dotan ) 


° ) a / ; alel 

BLLAT (29.33N, 34.575), Ailu, Slyn , EDntk. ERK, Arteh ox Wwalol 
Soudtiiu the 

A city InIsrael on the shores of the Red Sea. Lo cutie] Om = 


$a ic jaz und SS Shan onclas ch 


= + seep. d ty < nts 
" er oe ee ra 5 
F. Fise> Silat is alsow loc:tion in Suzyi, an a mountuin 


Ssatieen «2ccn and itedinah. 


oe ee 


Sasi ( ) 


a city and region in I. Iraq. 

4 strong fortress ang lures city on an earthen hill in the 
vast region between the twe Zabs. GCowmriedeacre part oF gene pro- 
vince of iosul. > ate 

Also, it is the name of the city of Sxida on the (een shores, (mM), 


\ me 
This’ is ; differtnt ftom: Arcrarbahsnnglara rela, t aes 


o bs /2 region oy a-rivet veyed south 9 “TrkSy detween sitpdnih = 
bn amJJ/ wy . 
’ KALS3 (26.14N, 37.055), Aleppo, Calev, Caly tus , Halal, we ALD 


A city in Syria. 
It is a famous city in Sham.(m)’ 


N Hala 


\~ <a 6S.97H, 56.135), in Iran 


2— ae (29 5, 31.202), in Egypt (H2Qwan) 
Famer (37.25, 38. ue in Turkey ( Wilwan) 


Halwan is ina few locations. Huilwan of Iraq is ut the end 
of ths urerx of Savad, nezr ths region of Jabul. It is the closest 
city of Iraq to the “ated of Jabal. It Seems to be at the present 
location of Sare-Pole-Zohub between the towns of gasrve-Shirin and 
Kurana 36 kms. from «asres-Shirin in the W. of Iran. R.). Halyan 

w 


. - 47 - Le 
. oo 
. ° Ano-¥o. vvakelul 2 Koen 5 
@® is nlso a village in Ezypt that is overlooking the Ilile River, 
and tirade toon —tnte—yillwessat fustat (Cuiro) ———- 
Sarath temsnerd in the direction of <2S5n'id. Hilvin is also 


a town in ths Fosuess of wihestan in the Neyshapur region at the 
end frontiers of Khorasan (M). 


/ HAMA (25,09, 36.443), Spiphania, Hamat, Hemath , p!20’a4, 4 


A city in Syria. 
It.is a large city surrounded by strong walls on the assi 


River. H-temtween Homsjsere Humu $8 is one duy und tween Huma =i 
Shayzaras” half day traveling distuncs (M). Pam 


HasiADaAN (34.470, 48.214) 


A city in W Iran L126—mites—6—f1-6o Setter 


Haaren > 


V emgemo s rss (36-51, 39.012), Qarram , Cavin oF, 


A village in Ufra province in S.~ turkey, ancient Currhae, 
24 Miles SSZ of Ufra. 


eo 


& CHa (32.53N,26.2£3), 


, = MAA 
A villrge in Syria. DisAg en Ko: 
Harran is. an old city from the region of Kodhar, 


trav- cont AiG 
eling dis tunce “Steer-trrs=sntore Ruha wom 
ere Raqqa.restsocteger Also, Hsrran isYone of the anise of 
Haleb, anéVa villace esround LTamascus.. ("*) 


the mena oP ae. MAAR of? 
“ HAWRAN ( ), Hsuren Auronta 3 
Om. 
4& vast county in sps+:= ths region of ITamascus,=339 the 


Girection of Mecca. It has many villages and fields; ons of its 
villages is Busra which is agriculturally yoy wealthy{ lV). 


agp Pram 


0 Bee Dacotiin 


° = 
1. a town in ths area of Javple-Hizail,wreaaae in Jabale- 
Seta' between Liscca and Yemun.> } 


ee 


feemkes( A town threé miles from Kufsh toward Najaf. 


-_—— 


6 A village located 


petween the cities of Hufuh and Basra. 


y HERAT ( ) 


. 45a 


2 ~ HOLS (24.4in, 36.4535), Cumolla, Chamelle, Emesa, Emissa, Hims 


A city in Syria. { 
It is a famous.city wets] midway between Damascus and 


| “22 . ' 
SE Co7e ; . 4 
Y BUNSIN ( ), Chastel-Nevf » Hwa, Hamam Ge 
Xk city in the mountains of Ameleh which oversees the re- % 


gion of Exypt. : ; Jot, ues eae 
Hisn~al- Alerod, MMealwat-al-bism, 
Chatesu des Kurdes 
CBee 


. 
aiters 


V RUSN-SL-akRAD (24.46N, 26.182) Krak ,des Chee 


A fortress in Syria 
It is a large fortress 
tween Baalabsk and Homs (M). 


v IRAQ ( MeSoPotumra ! 


The famous Irxuq is a region between the city of Mosul and 
abedan lengthwise and between Ozaib of taderieh to ee width- 


Y wise (M). 
-~*< 


———_* ivZ JAUC 4H ( ) 


It is the nane of the largest city in Arran commonly called 


¥onjuh. It isMoetween Skerwan and azarbeijan, 16 Farsakhs (96 


Xms.) from Se): 
Located 
J JAYROUN ( Daten 


& rectangular murkst in [amascus supported on columns and 
covered with a roof. The view of the city can be seen from this 


market.( M ) TK S-otk «f Sapraun am Dawa tits Setyy Wa Be mene Ths Sane 
fp waenrae.{ ) 


-The region of Mesopotamia between the Tigris and Zuphrates 
Rivers in NE Syria and UW Iraq. Also, a province in NX Syria. 
Jazireh Aghoor is betvieen ths Tigris and Suphrates near 
Shamgx_It contains the rerions of Diure-liodhar, and Diare-Bakr. 
{ Therefore, It is cnllec J@zireh (island}> In this reeion there 
“E¥e Important Cities such us Exrran, Ruhha (Ufra), Kaqqa, hesu- 


layn, busexybin, sinjar, “habovr, lMiurdin, amed, iliafareghin, und 
@ Liosul.( fA) 


nA gt s@ 


S J=EBaAL {( ), Plural of Jubal (4.¢. iiountsuin) 


the nume Riven to the present important cities of Iraq al- 
Ajnm (or Persian Ireq). 
Curt is the aurexu ostween Isfuhan, and Zunjun, Cazvin, Humadan, 
Din avar deer, <aramisin,and sey. In these rsgions many large cities 
und countgies ure locuted. 4lso, Jubal is as county in Homs; Juvol 
is uw sinall town on the Sastern side of the Tigris Biver between 
Wasit and No! munieh.(M) 


V Iepiad ) Gibellua abe 


A well known fortress on ths shores of Sham, part of Latakia 
newr Exuleb. cf 2 
Ce oteed 


- 


JERUSALCL (21.470, 35.123), Hierosolyma, Beit-al-Mozhades | Al. Giied, 


A famous city between Israel and Jordgsn. In Aranic called 
Beit-al-iioghadas. 


\& 
A.08N,3S38E ). Byblos, Gibsl, Gibelet, Juhzil, Gel nk pre 
hele Ce ast : a 
A well known town on the “Gew—shores ot=uieme, 45 Tae east 


a) of Beyrout. 
Cp A1lSO, a village near Homs and a part of it.(M) 


Lv JOBAYL (*: 


/ KAPRE-TAB ( ), Caphurca, Capherda a 
A city between Ma'arrset 2nd daleb. 


J KAIROWAN ( ) 5 
eg 7 ~\ 
7 eaene eae S eaaet 
\ —f HerreeX (31.118, 35.425), Crue j Neel olt Neal PelicDereia --. 


“& town,in Jordsa ~ 
and @ wane CouaeN 
5 ! 
2 Hareek 410,36. 218) retneapetne, Rocuke: 


Gnttien Any Sujata 
Xarak is a strone nev fortress in @> Sham wre around, 


Bolga and its mountains. sigs; According to¥reports it ig<be- 
tween Silat oomph pee and verusxlem eng - ro . 
. awa high maui CM), Orr lathe, 


@ KHALAT ( ) avnlat, Alia’, ICintat 


A wall known city and u part of middle armenia. 


ee 
tn LL 


}.) 82. 


: ar $9 


Face aaah Mirai Bead aati AS ROL TADS. moan 


© v EXAYBAR (25.4A46i), 29.125), Enutbar 


& town in Jabsle-Shammur, a province in fk. Nejd, Saudi 
Arabia, 8C miles N by NW of Medinah. 

It is u SE OuEMlce | where the prophet Hohammad fought 
the Jews two Munzels (i ruvan stops) from Madineh in the direc- 
tion of Shem (M). 


V EBURASAK ( ). Khorasan 


PESSTET CEST 0 ee e: 


jhe Prawn te 
hz provinces of Iran. o wert Srwsit hs wilh He Presi ef — 
It is a vast region, 22) stohts 7Iruq-al-ajam Teib 
at thes villages of Jovain «ana “Beyhugh. ira" G 5 reuches 

to India, Tauxhurestan, wazuah, and Su jistun. ts important cities 


are Ueyshapur, Herat, Lurv, Bulkh, Taliqan, Nedu, Abivard, und 
Surachs. 


KUFAH (32.022, 44.258), Kufa Ae Eatin 10 


ey o 2 e ath 


A tovm 90 miles S. 


of Baghdad in iraq on ths Kindiya River 
founded in 636 4.D. 7 : 


- KURA ( ) 


A plateau in Arabis, iN of Nadineh. 


Wudi-al-yvura is a et between Sham anc Medinah, i.¢., be- 
tween oa Rnd Lhaybar. 


There are many villages in this Wesel » 


The name Wadi-al-Kura tewtose all of them (mM). ALS 
fizflr A | 0 
L Tia als. Cornbuuilis 
\ Lavaitia (25.30, 35.46%), tazigiyah“imodices’-Ticnia , Lake b 
Ki 
A province and city W. of ae __Sea sh 36 rah wie 
ft lof, shut, It ig x» city on ths om 8 shim ~[+—is—samane 
Serre of the province of koms. 


At present it 
it is an “old Roman city and has 


\ 


veda, = 
is part of the county of nei, 
many important buildings.(},), 


MA ARRAA 36.921 


Meats Heine St of Haleb, Syria. 


2- (23.418, 36.232). 


A smull village in Syria. 
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Ma? andl al - Numan 7 
Fa 


gm ec, . 
oO en aL Re srspesenne (25.408, 26.405) Yin syria 


“ ane 
g  teerserre A few places,called i'arra; one is hia'urra-al- 
lauyrain’which is a small town and wa county about 30 zum. from 
1s te li"arret-al-llmun. lia'arru alone is 


Haleb,’ unother one ff ; 
—woerciinateessetti-te a lurze town between Haleb und HimaX.ese-tres” whic, 
2 aya. MM). 
Aer 3 vust area (M) A OR 


fo wanatnes (34.55N, 45.386), itedain, Maidan 


/ 
x An ancient location in IraqwectCtesi Phone 
/ the plural iiedinah (i.e., city) is the name of a few cities 
close together. among thsm are ths cities of Ctssiphxne, Rumien, 


Slucia, etc. It has been reported thut they were seven cities 
Close together whoss sitesand names existg@ now. Itacain at present 
ig a small city on the West side of the figris on the Sheer River(m). 


Sat, 


Ht 


& (see description of Ctesiphone). 

= ale 

a « MALTAN ( : 

5 =. " i , wee 
§ 

© y SMAGHRI D2 eee) 


~ MARDIN ( ) 
A well known fortress on thse of the mountain of Jazirah 
overlooking Danuiser, Dara, and Nusaybein with a large region 


under it (M). 
Manunreh - 


JV NMASISAH ( yy Misis, Mumistra, Missis, vopsusstél & 


A&A city on the Jeyhan River in the region of Shum, between 
Antakya® and theteieees of Rum. Also, it is the mame of a vil- 
luge in the Damascus province nexr Beit-Lehia.(M ) 


ALIAdm 
JV WECCA (21.25N, 39.498) 


The holy city of Islam in Saudi-Arabia, 
is in the center of this city. 


ths shrine of FEuabe 


/ MEDINAH#2R (24.351, 39.535), Medina 
A hy cp 
@ YN. Central Hejaz, Saudi Arabia. 
Sancti =i; * the mosque of the prophet Mohsm- 


It’k: : 
mad and his tomb is at its center (M). 


Ay ct walled aly where 
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€ : wOsUD (36.215, 45.085) 
A cliy yal Mio ASPat) 


_ —_, a 4) Joe EEK 2 >» 
os: toi 2 -fanbes_apede Sty paths Apc teph ip Atay ete 
= / 
rr 6 - 


fost f-grig apo yiph= 


sheckow, Nefule 
V MWABLUS (32.180. 25.165), Neapolis, Shechtw, Netuccis 
A town in Jordan in the center of Sumaria. 
It is u well known city in Palestine, betwsen the two moun- 
tains oz mee 60 Items, Liam 
Prive. d Lowey hie It hss eu chenille bea all of them are 
amen the mounts ns of Ghods. = re On KE 2, 
; =a. It is. “the city of the Samaritans == 
aeaLorpert Jews. The Samszritans have a large temple in Nublus 
ana pelieve that \their temple is noly and not the Jeruselem temple Cm) 


ar, bce | Leper nicl wear ‘dhs 
y NSYSHAPURS (26.1EN, 58.493) ishabur 


Adam In “horusan province in Iran. 
It is a very large city 180 Xmas. from the city of Marve-al- 
Shahjen (M). : 


®@ / NUSAYBIN ( ), Nisibe, Nisibis, Nisibin 


& wealthy city in the resion of Jazirxzh on the road between 
Mosul and Skam. It is about 42 xms. from Sinjar (i). 


OLEAN ( ) Aare , full fuicth , Armanan , fl adel ti 
Oe 


(con) a 
’ PALSSTILE, Philistine nasties 
if iwede 
It isa ; at the end of cer aie nea ad Sham near tee 


testor=et Epypt, wee [ts capital is 2Beit-Al-Moghudas (Jerusalem). 
Its well known cities ure Asqalan, Aaiane g222a, Arsouf, eeisar- 
jah, Nablus, arihhb, 4mman, Yata, and Beite- Jebrein. It is the OL 
“dret province ot Sham; its berinnine Qn the west is Safah, «ene 
its end is Lajjoun in the Shocr resion. Its width from Bolgra up 


to Arijea 185 se —tewseteet three a 
+9 obake We, 


» QAGVIN (26.160, 50.003) 


tes Sennen 


1 


a City and remion in K. Central Iran. 


———— 
ee ee 
. 


K\ 


9 — Réatkd (26.17, 38.133) 


~ Ise) — 


Ma RAHBAH ( ) 


A square or an Open Space betwasn buildings. It is also the 
name of soms districts or villapes in numerous cities in Sham, 
Iraq, #né arubia/ iz) See tre Poh Ral. 

RAMLLAH 


Ribintan (F1.56N, 34.528) , (damlaly 


4&4 town in W. Israel, 12 miles Sz of Vel aviv, also, a dis- 
trict. 


Dr) 


F Attéwniin Syria. 
Pucf It is the singuler of Raml. It is now & city in Palestine 


Ww 2 Wa = 
ceryva” hus six mosquss. It is 1¢ miies from Jerusalem und is 2 pert 


.. 


of that county ( ). 


Rsvuawes (C5.56N, 39.013) 


aA town in Syria 


5 
RASSAS ( ) 


v 


ROHBAH ( ) 


& location near Kufsah, also, #2 city in Wadi-al-xKura between 
Medinah and Sham (M). 


¥ 


vw ROZN-AL-YAMANT ( ) 


y 


It is one of the pillurs or corners of the shrine of Zaaba 
in Mecca which is in the direction of Yeman. Some people have 
srid that a man from Yemen has built this corner. The other cor- 
ners are Rokn-a4l-Busri, Sokn-al-Iraqi, and Rokn-al-Shami each 
leading in a different direction. ‘he holy black rock is inside 
the Roxn-21~Basri. 


2UHA ( ), Ruhha (ses Ufru), dessa, Urfa Ce] 


eo 63 


RUM (37.50N, 72.253) 


& sultunate of turkey, in Konya province in Sif Central Tur- 
key, 145 itiles of Anxura. 
It is a vast rezion containing many citiss. In the sxst 2 
and north it is surrounded by Turzvey, Russiu, and the Caspinn Sea. A 
In the South is Sham xné Sssancarish. In the Vest the seu and 
_ Onéoloss Zaqqa und all”Skum have been a part of it during the Em- 
pire perio6 whea antazysh had been its capital.(M ) 


/ 


Sia p-aL (32.28, 24.225) 


~ 8234 = 3 


& town in Israel in the Sé& of Ghaza. 
There are other towns with this name in Yemun, Arabia and 
Egypt. 


A 
> “BABIES ( ) 
Za Rar, Sys no 
J SAFITHA ( ), Srfrta, Safet chastel - Bate , Cw 


Fon ee i ‘oe 2 
wwy - 


y SAFRA (24.C4il, 38.552) : jae 


ace latices lala denen ametet neni A 
SW of Medinah in Saudi Arabia. 
JY SAPRA (26.55il, 42.123), arabia 
A wadi in the region of Medinah on the rosd of Haj. 


There is a one Karavan stov distance betvieen it and Badr. 
Ite water is from the springs and goes to Yunbu. (M). 


Vv SA'ID ( ) 
UAHA L4unt JUG fAn . S 
It is avast region in Zgypt in wnich thers ure many big 


cities. aswan marks the beginning of this region in the South. 
In the orth it ends at 3ehnesu near Cairo. according to some 
books, sa’id includes 757 villages South of Cuiro. Ths Nile 
River passes through +hem.(w) 

“an \ we 


Woy val fag OH, 
5) Dawa ), Sidon F Crd rrlul sr ant ie 
: nae, % : 


A city on the*sea shores ofeShemg, purt of the—prorineeiof 
rege 36 km. eust of Sur, (jy). 
i 


Aiea 


Co aro ed 
V SALANTAN, ( ba 0Conrayg oh, S cee cag ech ( Subanrvreag) ae 


A wiatowe Gown in the région of Barriah. It is a part of 
the county ot Himsa; 7 


wee oe awie—lLonrsedtnss-two days trav- 
eling distunce 4m iS 


Prom te ay of Heunmaa 


wv &+ @ 
© \ SAVAH (=5.00i! 505 Ec5 N. Cetra! 
— 


A town 180 miles WSi of Isherun,’iran, on the river Ghara- 


Chal bene eet 


y SAnaheL ( Ne v4a chores 
It &ppeurs to maun tha Usditarrenaian Shores uround Sham und 
Pulestine. 


/ SHAH ( ), Al-Sham, Ssit-Shan 

The region pr2sently subdivided into Syria, Lebanoa, Jordun, 
Palestine, und Israel. 

Its name originally was Suri or Syria. Its boundertes are 
from the Suphrates River to al-srish lengthwise und from the moun- 
tain of ‘tay to the Sex of Sum widthwise. It includes the import- PD 
ant cities, such as lianlinj, Haleb, Huma, Homs, Damascus, and 
Jerusalem. On its shores ths cities ure sakxa, Sur, and Asgzhalan. 
It hes five provinces or Jonds as follows; tne province of Ghan- 
serein, Homs, Demascus, Jordan, and Palestine. Awassim is wlso 
part of Sham. It is the nume of thse region 6n the boundary with 
Rum, such as Masisah, Tartus, Adhnah, antakija, ete. (sa). 


3 _ «/ SHALISHAT (S67 2c0N, eSeeos) 
This city is probably the sume as Samsut (ancient Sumosate) 


vil. Malatya province in S. Turkey on the #uphrates 28 miles Llw 


of Ufrua. 
_--— ~—--It_is_a city in Rum on the Zuphrutes in a part of the county 


~~~ of ZhartabartfA It is different from the Bomisat which is a part 
Mm teen Chet .of Sham. Khartabert is a fortress known us Fortress Ziad in the 
<, 4 ‘tp northern part of ths Diure-gsadr region. It is ons of the cities af 
alee AOU Rum. Between it and Lalatya und the SJuphrates diver is*two duys 
Gnd q~ 


YEerpul, travel SF 2) . Om 
Fone ie f Fate i. (mM). 7 
“ fs , \> AN pet ‘ < ; 
Horpot ) | SHAWHAK ) rae de ontreal | Y Shavbale ee 
an 
A strong fortress im the ee regions of Shum, between Ommin 
and Silut, near Kurak. adler 


my 4 
) eStaiande( ; ), Cuesarea ifugna, Larissa, Sisara, Shdl3dr 
= 7 


on 
¥ D aw fortress waodciners’ the center of a county in Sham nsar == 
ikanrra, «<r one daya distuncs from Huma, The river of Orond flows 
Oy?) SH its center. Shere is a bridge in the centsr of the pon ee 


t is an old location, aw \ 


Taanllrrg aa, ras ® 


-_—— x 


- vo - 


SINJAS ( ) 


A well known city in the region of Jazirah surrounded by A 
mountains with a three duys traveling distunce be+t=xon—p~rnd Kosul(M 


—— ~~ . = . = 
y SOVAYDA ( ) Sumeurle t 
¥ iniinasifahlliins/iienii-onenionl ed 
CvrAC Oh 
ss = z the villages of Hawran in the Damascus pro- 
iace., Wint = 
Ona k well known city in the tiodhar region Pre See OH 
between Harran and the ets of Rum, COsne' Zs Harte 
oa a ¢ a0 


/ sug (23.16N, 35.128}, Dyre 


| A city 45 miles SSW of Beirut in Lebanon. Show 
——— -* It is a well anown and larce Islamic city on the sea shores 
cofeaskam. It is surrounded by the sea except ut four points where 
the four gstes of ths town are locnuted. It is 36 Em. 


exust of 
Arlo (#). 
= = Sa 
” PARI ( iret ." : 
a tae 
y TaBRIZ ( ) aBsseminny 


J TABU (28.22N, 36.363) 


ee ee 


A village Ul. of Hejaz in Saudi Arabia in the hinterland of ¥ 
Madinn 350 miles Wil of Medinah. : 


It is a village between iiadi-al-Zurn und Sham which has 
springs of water and vegetation. It has u-ruined fortress (M). 


h 
/ PARAKULUS-2L-Shati (24.26, 35.512), Tripoli, \iralukus 


A city in i. Lebanon province, 40 miles UNE of Beirut. 


It is a well known city in Sham on the sz: «Xf _it has a OL] — 
wall made. of stons with a strong foundation 1 (Ge tween iatikaya “and Alek a 
» akan 7) 
oc. -X% 
V TAWWAHIU ( ) thr P@ear _ Mul, - 
e A location neur gPPRamllsh in Palestine tresimm (MM). 
‘ 


ve Oa Ay dint 6 


eis = = Se 
7 hf ee Vey *y pF Devel yyPe 2 Hd ye, p-ks * 
f aa te Eg dain y s oe = .Z 3 
Ss re) yt J ae 
PTA (a7 ~c03) 7 ) <iit sel 


“Ciena —_ 


Aa town in N. of Hsajuy in Saudi Arabia. 


It is a small town in ShanYbetween Shum and Jura on the 7 
wey to Liecca from dumuscus (are = - 
eS “Ts lp tly n . , ai ai a Lacenitid 
S PELE-JATROUN ( ) 


den DOW AO0 Iva ( See Tepe» ) 

Probably a mound or little hill in Jayroun,sbavsa—Inyroes , 
ig—s—rectuns lin couvsedormeites $—witha—rool and columns. “Deed 

ps 6 EE tonduhich-wsesctite- mar bkete—-Ltic in Iomisoss Ts 

“ghta of Inueesn—seen sO eS IT ‘Sates. 


V TIXSID (Sa .26l. 4a tas 


4& villuge in the Juehdud province in N. Central Iraq on the 
Tigris River, 100 miles NW of Bephéud. 

It is n well anown cit:; between Baghdad and Mosul on the 
Wast of the Tieris. It has a beautiful fortress on ome—eiee—ee its 


SOWwttemere Tigris~, It is 2 30 Furseahs/fror Bughdad (IA). 
oe 4s \ alate (190 dm.) 


UrRs (27.08, 28.4535), Ruha 


® Ancient Odessa in S. Turkey. 36 Kama 


It is a city in the regior.of Jes jreh“csove darran === 
toor—teeiemeee Tis nume in Pumi is Odessa (M). 


EWS larduage 
|m wersta? (22.128, 46.20") 


Am dncitant site in Iraq founded in 703 A.C. 
D. wast? (33.08%, 25.440), in Syria . 


Wasit is in a few pluces; ons is the Wasit-el-Hajuj which 
is helf way between Basra and Zufeh, 300 Em. from such Other 
Wasit sites ars Wasit of Najd, wasit of He jaz, Wasit of Jaziren, ~ 
Wasit of Yamameh, an¢ .5i1 ef Iraq. Wasit is also a villucs 
around Haleb ih the reeoion known as Al-vhorb whichNhus a villace 
called cure, in Azqga on ths west of ths Suphrates se mero 
18 km. from 3aghdud, and bstween Al-Snufra and Ocuibeh> — 


Yantic— a2- Baka A Time alin 
— 3) Saudi Arsbin 


fe ne ores 2 A Dog. 


Yon Oasis in araoia 


ie 
@ It is an important vil.ass and con ace the richt @@se 
of Nazi qssepbeee- ones night distunce Irom itedinuh #o& the sea on 
the way to Ruzyi. It his gopd water (tM). 
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I. SOME HISTORICAL EARTHQUAKES IN THE CITY OF KASHAN 


982 A.H. (23 April 1574-11 April 1575). A very strong earthquake 
occurred in the region of Kashan. The epicenter of this earthquake seems 
to have been near the village of Fin since it was totally destroyed in 
this earthquake. Also, the buildings in the neighbourhood of that 
village were destroyed. According to the history book of Rawdat-al-Safa 
(vol. 8, page 147) this earthquake destroyed about 3000 homes and buildings 
in that area and killed more than 1200 of the pee net Ton. This earthquake 
occurred during the last years of the rule of King Tahmaseb the First 
(Safavid dynasty). 

1192 A.H. (30 January 1778-18 January 1779). A severe earthquake 
occurred in the city of Kashan and the area around it. It destroyed 
almost all the important buildings of Kashan including the city wall and 
its towers. The description of this earthquake is given by Abol-Hassan 
Mostowfi Ghafari in his book entitled History of Golshané Morad. He 
claims that in the city of Kashan alone more than 8000 people were killed. 
The extent of damage and the misery of the people are recorded by famous 
poets of that time, such as Hatefe Isfahani, Sabahie Bidgoli and Azare 
Shanloo in their respective poetry books. (The writer of this article 
nas collected most of these poems.) This earthquake occurred during the 
ieee years of the reign of Karim Khane Zand. The governor of Kashan at 
that time was Abdol Razagh-Khane Kashi. The people fled from the city. 
Afterward financial and technical help was sent from Shiraz by Karim 
Khane Zand. Under the direction of the governor, the city wall and 


towers were rebuild, and then the bazaar and those public buildings and 


mosques which were salvageable were repaired. These repairs continued 
for about ten years under the management of the aforementioned governor. 
Ref.; The above description and that of the earthquake of 982 A.H. 


are taken from a recent book written by Hassan Naraghi entitled, Athare 


Tarikhie Shahrestan Kashan and Natanz, book number 63, Anjomane Athare 


Melli, Teheran. 
In 1260 A.H. (1844 A.D.) on Saturday afternoon between the 20th 


and 30th of the month of Rabi' al-Akhir (9-19 May 1844 A.D.), a strong 
earthquake occurred in the region of Kashan. Its epicenter seems to have 
been in the mountain regions of the county of Qamsar. It killed more than 
1500 villagers and destroyed many large and small buildings. The descrip- 
tion of this earthquake is given again by a poet named Mirza Ahmad Adibe- 
Sheibani. He said that the counties of @hrood,@msar, Kamo, and Koushian 
were totally destroyed. In the village of Chookan, which belongs to 
Koushian county, of 103 people of the village, only three survived. At 
the time of this earthquake a heavy rain was coming, so all of the 


villagers were inside their homes. Sheibani said that even two weeks 


after the earthquake, the earth, the plains and the mountain were still 
shaking, and all the buildings of the city of Qamsar were damaged or 
destroyed such that no house had a ceiling and no garden had walls. He 
we described the occurrence of landslides and slides of some parts of 
ne 

Ref.; the poetry and the above descriptions are in the book 
written by Hassan Naraghi entitled, Tarikhe Ejtemaei xashan (Social 
History of Kashan), Publication No. 42, Institute of Social Studies, 


University of Teheran, «+ 1345 A.H.S. 


II. SOME EARTHQUAKES IN THE PROVINCE OF KHORASSAN 


500-808 A.H. (1106-1406 A.D.). According to a poem by Azizi which 
is reported in the book of Tazkirat-al-Shoara by Dolatshahe Samarqandi 
(written between 892 A.H. to 896 A.H., recently published by Baraei Book- 
store, Teheran, p. 207), three earthquakes have occurred in the city of 
Nishapur. The first one was between the years of 500 A.H. and 510 A.H. 
(1106-1117 A.D.) which leveled the city as smooth as the plains; the 
second one was in the year 630 AL. (18 October 1232-6 October 1233), and 
the third one was in the year 808 A.H. (20 June 1405-17 June 1406). In 
the poems the descriptions of these earthquakes are not given. 

737 A.H. (20 October 1336). According to pinesn (Editor's preface 
to the book al-larasid by T. Binesh, Tous Publisher, Meshed, 1960, p.73), 
a severe earthquake partially destroyed the region of Khavaf? on Monday 
morning the 13th of Rabi, al-Aula 737 A.H.. He has quoted Fassihie 
Khavafi (in Mojmale Fassihi, photographed copy in Cambridge University 
Library, events of the year 737, pp.408-9) as follows: "In this year in 
the region of Khavaf there was an earthquake which is known as the Jeyzad 
earthquake. According to the preacher Abalfadl-Zauzani about 30,000 
people fran the village of Pancan™ up to the village of Jeyzad perished. 
Due to this earthquake a cholera epidemic appeared in Zaveh which killed 


about 11,000 people in the region between Sanjan of Zaveh (part of Khavaf) 


enzo today is part of Khavaf and part of the county of Torbate Heidariah; 
in the past it was part of Nishapur. According to Mustawfi, Khavaf is a 
district, and villages of Sanjan and Zauzan are part of it. According to 
Marasid, Zauzan is a vast region in Nishapur containing about 120 villages. 
According to Hafeze Abero, "Khavaf is a well known region in Khurassan 
south of Zaveh and Wishapur. Zauvan and Sanjan are two of its' villages. 
The former is its capital. 


to Douch-Abad." Majde Khavafi (in the Manuscript of the book of Rawdhahe- 
KhOld, transcribed in the year 834 A.H. by Fadl-al-Din Morteza Mousavi, 
p. 159, Library of Professor Faroukh) has described this event as follows: 
"An earthquake which nobody has seen or heard anything similar to it in 
1000 years; it occurred in Khavaf especially in the city of Jerd (Jeyzad) 
around dusk. The ground shook so violently that it seemed the earth and 
heaven have been cut loose from their center (He then has a few poems 
about this earthquake). Within a few moments about 20,000 people perished 
and were buried under the debris." One of the close associates of King 
Qias-al-Din Firouz said that when the earthquake occurred the king was 
running back and forth between the palace and the courtyard crying that 
the resurrection day had arrived; then the whole palace was destroyed ~_ 
and the king killed. (Four additional lines of poetry about this Sees 
also given.) 

956 A.H. (30 January 1549-19 January 1550 A.D.). A severe earth- 
quake occurred in the region of Qiyen, where five villages were destroyed 
and about 3000 people were killed. One day before the occurrence of the 
earthquake, the judge of that region named Maulana Baqi, ‘who was also an 
astronomer and astrologer living in one of these five villages, informed 
the people of his village that on the coming night, according to his 
calculations, there would be a severe earthquake. He said that it would 
be safer not to stay indoors and to spend the night outside the village. 
The people of the village did not listen to him, so he went outside with 
his own family and followers, and they stayed on the plains until midnight. 
That night was very cold. Under the pressure of his wives and children he 
returned to the village, and as they came indoors the earthquake occurred, 


and he with his children and followers died under the debris (Ref.: 


Tarikhe Alam-Araie Abbassi, Vol. 1, p. 117). 


1028 A.H. (19 December 1618-7 December 1619 A.D.). In some regions 
of Zaveh and regions of Khorassan eamthquaKes occurred. In a populous 
village names Douqabad there was such a severe earthquake that in no 
time since has anything like that happened. A reliable witness said that 
the houses came down in such a manner on top of each other that the entire 
village looked like a mound of dirt, and there was no apparent sign of any 
building or even a wall. Most of the people of that village who had gone 
to the field to gather the wheat harvest survived, but nevertheless, 
approximately 700 to 800 people of that village died in this earthquake. 
In one house a marriage ceremony was in progress, and 70 of the guest 
ladied died; however, the bride survived under the space made by the 
falling timbers and door frame. 

(Ref.: Tarikhe Aalam-4raie Abbassi written by Eskandar Beik Torkaman, 
Vol. 2, p. 947, published by the bookstore Ta'yid in Isfahan. The book is 
the chronicle of historical events during the reign of King Abbas the 
Great of the Safavid dynasty.) 

1311 A.H. (17 November 1893). In the beginning of the night of 
the 8th of Jumada al-Aula (Friday, 17 November 1893) a very strong earth- 
quake occurred in the city of Qouchan in the N.W. of Iran. It killed 
thousands of people and destroyed many houses and public buildings such 
as mosques, bathing houses and schools. 

(Ref.: A poetry book entitled, Tarikhe Zelzelehe Qouchan by Hajji 
Mohammad Tagri Fani, Library of Astanehe Qdse Qodse Razani, Meshed, Iran. 

1312 A.H. (17 January 1895). In the morning hours of the 20th of 
Rajab (Wednesday, 17 January 1895), another severe earthquake occurred in 
the city of Qouchan. It was stronger than the earthquake of the previcus 
year (1311 A.H.). In both of these earthquakes in the city of Qouchan 


alone, about 6000 people were killed (Ref.: Ibid.) 


III. SOME HISTORICAL EARTHQUAKES IN THE PROVOICE OF KHUZISTAN 


225 A.H. (12 November 839-30 October 840). In the city of Almaz 
there was a severe earthquake which continued for four days,and the 
mountain close to the city was cracked. This event is reported by Hamzeh 
Isfahani (p. 121 of his book). Jbn-Athir has recorded this earthauske as 
part of the events of the next year (226 A.H.). He ways, "Five days 
severe earthquakes continued in Ahwaz, and strong winds were blowing. 
Most of the people left their homes, and most of the homes were destroyed.” 

258 A.H. (18 November 871-6 November 872). According to Hamzeh 
Isfahani (p. 123 of his book), "In the year 258 A.H. in Seymoreh a big 
shock and underground noise was heard, most of the walls of the city were 
destroyed, and more than 20,000 people were killed." TIbn-Athir (p. 85, 
vol. 8) says, "In Seymoreh a big and horrible noise was heard, then, 
most of the city was destroyed, and the walls fell down, and more than 
20,000 of its people died." 

hhh A.H. (3 May 1052-17 April 1086). JIbn-Athir, in the events of 
this year, says, "In this year in Khuzistan, Arjan, and Eyzaj there were 
strong earthquakes." 

478 A.H. (29 April 1085-17 April 1086). Ibn-Athir, among the events 
of this year, writes, "In this year strong earthquakes occurred in 
Khuzistan and Fars, and it was the most severe in Arjan." 

1347 A.H. (1928 A.D.). On the night of the Mth of the month of 
Rabi' Al-Awal (Tuesday, 28 August 1928) until morning, earthquakes 
occurred eighteen times in the city of Shushtar and the nearby areas. The 
people left their homes and came to mosques and open spaces. In the 


morning a more severe earthquake occurred which destroyed and damaged 


most of the buildings. The people left the city for the fields and plains. 


After a few days they came back, group by group. Again on the night of 
the 16th of that month, September 1, 1928, twice, strong earthquakes 


occurred which frightened the people. At the end of the month frequent 


mild earthquakes occurred. People were living in tents around the city, 


and, therefore, few people were killed. 


1348 A.H. (9 June 1929-29 May 1930). There were earthquakes in 


the regions of Bakhtiari and Masjid-Soleiman. The mountain of Londeh 


cracked in a few places, and springs started flowing from it. A few 


people died in the villages of Zaras, Nodka, and so on. Also, in this 


year many earthquakes occurred in Dezful, but no one was killed. 


(Ref.: This section about Khuzistan carthquakes was taken from 


the book, “Tarikhe Joghrafiaei Khuzistan (Historical Geography of 
Khuzistan), by Sayed Mohammad Ali Imame Shushtari, published by Amir 


Kabir Publishing Co., 1331 A.H.S. Teheran. ) 


IV. SOME HISTORICAL EARTHQUAKES IN THE CITY OF TABRIZ 


24h A.W. (19 April 858-7 April 859). During the reign of Khalif 
Motavakil, Tabriz was destroyed by an earthquake. The Khalif rebuilt 
the city (this event has been described by Hamdololahe-Mostoufi ). 

‘434 A.H. (1042 A.D.). On Thursday night, the 17th of the month of 
Rabi-al-Awal (4 November 1042) after the night prayer, an earthquake 
occurred which killed about 40,000 people and destroyed half of the city. 
This event is reported by Nasser Khosrow in his travel book. He visited 
Tabirzfour years after the earthquake. Mostoufi has quoted the book of 
Majma' ArbSbe-al-Molk, written by Judge Rokn-al-Din Khoei, which has 
recorded the day of the event as the lkth of Safar of this year (Sundey, 
3 October 1042 A.D.). He also reported that the number of people who 
were killed was more than 40,000. Ibn-Athir said that they counted the 
dead, and it was close to 50,000 people. Qatran has a famous poem about 
this earthquake. 

1033 A.H. (25 October 1623-13 October 1624). A strong earthquake 


occurred in Tabriz. The details of the damage are not clear (no reference 


is given). 

1039 A.H. (21 August 1629-9 August 1630). A destructive earth- 
quake occurred in Tabriz which destroyed many buildings and killed many 
people. The description of this earthquake is given in a poem by Sayed 
Najib Mir-ali-Naghi Tabibe Ordoubadi. (The writer of this article has a 


photocopy of this poem which was obtained from a manuscript in the 


Teheran University Library. Unfortunately, at the time the name and the 


number of the manuscript was not recorded. ) 
1050 A.H. (23 April 1640-11 April 1641). One of the most severe 


and destructive earthquakes happened in this year in the city of Tabriz. 


The details of this earthquake were reported by Arakil Tabrizi, the 
Armenian historian, who was alive at that time. It happened on one of 
the coldest deys of winter when it was snowing, and most of the people were 
at home. The earth shook very severely, and the city was leveled in a 
few moments. The palace of. Ghazan Snah, which had been one of the most 
magnificient historical buildings of Tabriz, was completely destroyed and 
also the historic Mosque of Ostad va Shagerd and other famous mosques. 
Arakil writes, "The first day that this earthquake occurred...in the 
regions outside the city in Khosro Shah and Oskoo, all villages were 
aeeee bal and a village which was on top of a mountain sunk to the 
ground, and from the mountains black springs flowed. On the third day 
another severe shock occurred, and these springs disappeared and new 
ones appeared." He says that these earthquakes continued for about six 
months, in such a manner that for two months every day and night a few 
earthquakes occurred. Then it became less such that onlyone occurred 
per day. After six months none occurred. 

1059 or 1060 A.H. (15 January 1649-24 December 1650). Nine years 
after the above event another strong earthquake occurred in Tabriz which 
caused much damage. A poet named Mir Baghaie Badakhshi has recorded the 


date of this earthquake in the year 1060 A.H. 


1090 A.H. (12 February 1679-1 February 1680). According to the 
century by E'temad al-Saltaneh, another earthquake seems to have occurred 
in Tabriz, but he has not given any references or details. 

1134 A.H. (22 October 1721-11 October 1722). During the reign of 
King Soltan Hossein Safavid one of the most destructive earthquakes 
occurred in Tabriz. Most of the city fell in ruins, and about 80,000 


people died. 


10. 


1194 A.H. (8 Januory 1780). A destructive earthquake occurred in 
Tabriz which destroyed the city. It happened about one and one-half 
hours past sunset on Saturday the first of Muharam. Some sources have 
reported that this earthquake occurred at the end of the month of Dhu- 
al'Hajja, 1193 A.H. (7 January 1780), which is one night before the 
earthquake of the First of Muharam 1194 A.H. (January 8). The two earth- 
quakes were either the same, or one was the after shock of the other. 
According to a poem, the second one was more severe than the first. R.) 
These earthquakes occurred in Tabriz and the region around it. It also 
killed many people from Marand, Mahale Tasuj, and Arounaq. This earth- 
quake occurred in the winter. The governor of the city of Tabriz was 
Najaf Gholi-Khane, Donbali who lost his son in this earthquake, and he 
himself was pulled out from under the ruins. He rebuilt the foneaeas and 
the city wall afterward. 

Ref.: The source for all the above earthquakes of Tabriz except 
the one of 1039 A.H. is an article by the recent well known Iranian 
historian, the late Ahmade Kasravi, taken from a book entitled Macha late 
Kasravi (or Kasravi articles) collected by Yahya Zoka', First volume, 


No. 75, Peyman Publishing Co., 1327 A.H.S. 


1] 
Vv SOME HISTORICAL EARTHQUAKES IN THE CITY OF REY (Present Shahre-Ray near Teheran 


312-280 B.C. 

During Sulucids period an earthquake destroyed the city of Rey. The 
-Sulucus Ist (called Nicator 312-280 B.C.) rebuilt the city again and called 
it Europos. From Reference 1: (Rey Bastan Vol. II by Dr. Hossein Karimian, 
69, Selseleh Entesharat Anjoman Asare Meli, page 101). The information in 
this Reference is taken from a book called "History of Ancient Iran", part 
“Ashkanian" by Diakonov in Russian, translated into Persian by Karim 
Keshavarz 1344 A.H.S., Tehran. Diakonov information is based on the au- 
thority of Strabo. 

236 A.H. (15 July 850 - 4 July 851 

An earthquake killed 45,000 people in the city of Rey. (Reference 1: 
above page 243, a book called "Tabseratol Anam Fi Maarefate Maghalateh Anam" 
written by Said Morteza Ibn Daai Hassani Razi published in Tehran by Abas 
Eghbal, 1313 A.H.S.) 

241 A.H. (22 May 855 - 10 May 856 
A strong earthquake destroyed houses in Rey and so many people lost 
* -* ...e5 that no count could be made; this earthquake continued for forty 
days. (Ref:rence 1: Kamel by Ibn-Athir, Vol. 5, page 296). There is poetry 
about this earthquake which rate the number of people perished to 350,000 
persons. (Reference 1: poems of Ghavame Razi). 
242 A.H. (10 May 856 - 29 April 857 

A strong earthquake shook Qumes (or Kumesh) and its surroundings; Rey, 
Khurasan, Neyshapur, Tabarestan and Isfahan. Mountains destroyed and land 
cracked such that people could go into them. Reference 1: (on the authority 
of Tarikh Yaghoobi, Vol. 3, page 215, line 13, and Tarikh Kholafa of Suyouti, 
page 354, line 12, printed in the year 1273, and Shazarato Zahab, Vol. 2, 


page 99, line 19), 
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249 A.H. (24 February 863 - 12 February 864) 

A destructive earthquake shook city of Rey, many houses destroyed, 
and a large number of people perished. The rest of the people left the 
town to the country-side. (Reference 1: on the authority of Tabari and 
Ibn Athir, Vol. 5, page 314, line 11). 

346 A.H. (3 February 958) 

In beginning of the month of Dhu-al-Hijja a strong earthquake des- 
troyed many buildings of Rey where a large number of people were killed. 
(Reference 1: on the authority of Ibn Athir "Events of the Year 346" 
and Shazarato Yal-Zahab quoting Iby-Jawzi describes this earthquake with 
more details). 

524 A.H. (12 February - 13 March 1130 

In the month of Rabi, al-Awal in the cities of Jebal (of which Rey 
is one), Irak, Musel, and Jazireh, a major earthquake happened which caused 
much damage. (Reference 1: on the authority of Ibn Athir). 

571 A.H. (22 July 1175 - 9 July 1176 

The cities between Irak and Havana Rey (i.e., beyond the Rey probably 
up to Dameghan and Semann) were shaken by strong earthquakes. Large number 
of people perished, many buildings were destroyed. There were more damage 
in Rey and Qazvin. (Reference 1: on the authority of Kamel by Ibn Athir, 
Vol. 6, page 354, last line). 

End of the 8th Century Hijjri (14th Century A.D. 

During the reign of Tamerlane, it is probable that a strong earth- 
quake has destroyed city of Rey. (Reference 1: has obtained the descrip- 
tion of this event from a book called “Manam Taymur Jahangosha (or I am 
Tamerlane the Conqueror)" written by Tamerlane (as there is doubts about 


the authenticity of this book we can not be certain about this earthquake). 


Item 


_Some Historic. 


Date 


3-31Dec. 856 
(Sha'ban 242 A.H.) 


30Aug976-18Aug977 or 
19Aug977-8Aug978 
(366 or 367 A.H.) 


1lApril-9May1008 
(Sha'ban 398 A.H.) 


3May1052-22Apr. 1053 
(444 A.H.) 


Locucion 


Province of Fars 
(exact location is 
not given) 


The port of Siraf 
near the present part 
of Taheri in the 
Persian Gulf. 


Siraf 


City of Arrjan or 
Arghan (31',40°N, 
50',20°E) (about 
14km East ‘of the 
present city of 
Behuahan on the 
river Marun. 
Encycl. of Islam 
V. 1, p. 659) 


Khuzestan, Eyzaj, and Fars. 


earthquakes in the province of Fars Southern [ran 
earthquakes tn tht’ ee 


Description 


The earthquake was accompanied by 
horrible noises. In this year there 
were also earthquakes in the region 
of Qumes especially in the city of 
Dameghan killing 48,690 people, also 
in Khurassan, Syria, and Yeman. 
The land shook for seven days. Most 
of the houses and the whole city 
were destroyed. A portion of the. 
buildings fell into the sea. Siraf 
prior to the earthquake was the most 
important harbor on the Persian Gulf 
with excellent buildings. 


The earthquake caused an indundation 
at Siraf (recorded as Shiraz in the 
manuscript) wrecking many ships at 
sea. In this year an earthquake 
also damaged the region of Dinawar 
killing about 16,000 people and 
cracking the ground in many places. 


The occurrence of earthquakes in 

It was 
strongest in Arrjan which cracked and 
opened up a large mountain near that 
city. In this year there were also 
earthquakes in Khurassan destroying 
the town of Beyhagh. 


Reference 


Tabari 
V. 12, p. 1433 


LeStrange 
p. 258 


Ambrassy* 
(1961) (Suyuti) 


u 
Syuti 
Mallet (Abulfida) 


’ or 
* The names in the parenthesis refers to the authority as the reference used by the first reference. 
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29April-27May1085 
(Muharram 478 A.H.) 


4Jan-23Dec.1291 
(690 A.H.) 


20Nov.1588-9Nov.1589 
(997 A.H.) 
7May1769-26Apr.1770 
(1183 A.H.) 


1813 
2Junel824 


25Junel1824 
(27 Shawmal 1239) 
vy) 


Fars in Arrjan 


Shiraz 


Shiraz 


Shiraz 


Shiraz 


Shiraz 


Shiraz and Kazerun 


Strong earthquakes occurred in 
Khuzestan and Fars. It was most 
severe in Arrjan which destroyed many 
buildings and killed many people under 
them. In this year there were also 
destructive earthquakes in Rum (present 


Turkey). 


A strong earthquake caused the 
destruction of Masjid-iNaw (new Mosque) 


A strong and destructive earthquake 
destroyed half of the dome and the 
Structure of the shrine of Shahe-Cheragh. 


A strong earthquake again caused the 
destruction of Masjid-i-Naw. 


A destructive earthquake occurred. 


Somesslight motion in Shiraz. 
Premantory of the great earthquake 
of 25th of June. 


A violent shock followed by many 
slighter ones for six days and nights. 
The principal damage was done by the 
first and three others that followed 
it before 10A.M. A part of Shiraz was 
almost completely destroyed and 
swallowed up. Kazerun also suffered 
severely and some mountains in the 
neighborhood of Kazerun were leveled. 
In Shiraz most of the mosques, shrines, 
important buildings and the adobe city 
wall destroyed, notably the shrine of 
Shahe-Cheragh, Ali-ibn-Hamzah, Seid-mir- 
Ahmad, and the College of Khan. Some 
strong masonry buildings constructed 


st 

Syuti 
Ibn-Athir 

Vis. 108 op. 95 


Sami 
Dp. 325 


Sami, p. 337 
Farrei, p. 154 
F asa 


Sami, p. 325 


r4 a 
Enciclopedia of 
Islam. V.4:1, 
p.377 


Wilson (Maller) 


Wilson (Mallet) 

Sami, p.92,340 
352, 493 

Vassal, p.29 

Fasaéi, p.162, 
154 
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13 


14 


15 


16 


30Dec.1824 


1825 


19Apr.1851 


22Apr.1853 
(1269 A.H.) 


21Dec.1862 


Shiraz 


Shiraz 


Gwadur in Persian 


Gulf 


Shiraz 


Shiraz 


during the reign of Karim Khane, Zand 
such as Bazar & Mosque of Vakid were 
damaged but survived the earthquake. 
Earthquake intensity seems to have been 
between VII to IX (MM). Candition of 
the city and people is described in 
poetry by Vassal Shirazi. 


Several shocks occurred. Wilson (Mallet) 


A shock almost as severe as that of Wilson (Mallet) 
the year before, a number of buildings 
were reduced to ruins. 


Three shocks occurred; several houses Wilson (Oldham) 
were destroyed. 


A large portion of Shiraz was destroyed Wilson (Perry, 


killing about 13,000 people. The main Wills) 

shock occurred early in the morning and Sami, p.92,325, 
was accompanied by a loud noise. It 326,340 
caused extensive ground settlements and Davari, p.161, 
cracking on the surface of the ground 382 

and on the mountains around the city. Vassal, p.146 
There were land and rock slides filling Fasaéi, p.163, 
the sky over the city with dust for a 154,155,160 


few days. Aftershocks occurred for many 
days. The Dome and some parts,jof the 
Shrine of Shahe-Cheragh, Masjif~i-Naw 
and College of Khan were destroyed. The 
Bazar and Mosque of Vakil and most other 
strong masonry buildings, which were 
built by Karim Khane Zand survived this 
earthquake also. The intensity of this 
earthquake in Shiraz seems to have been 
between VII to IX (MM). Conditions of 
the city and people is described in poems 


by Davari and Veghar and in 


Wilson (Perry) 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Ze 


26 


1~2Jan1863 
43an1863 
21Janl1863 


1865 


19Apr.1868 


1March1869 
6Sept.1871 


Aug.1880 


16-240ct.1883 


March 1884 


Shiraz 


Around Bushire 


Persian Gulf 


Bushire 


a 
Bustak Persian Gulf 


Kangun 


Asalu (very near to 
the location of 
old Port of Siraf) 


Tahirt 
Bushire 


Persian Gulf 


2 slight shocks 
A very strong shock 


5 shocks occurred of which three 
were violent 


The villages of Darveh Asuh near Mugam 
was leveled to the ground; and its 
remarkable effects were witnessed by 
Dr. Colnill of the Bushire residency. 


Several shocks of which two were 
violent 


A violent shock 
Several violent shocks 


120 deaths. According to Mavahid 

in the year 1297 A.H. a strong 
earthquake occurred in Bastak and the 
villages of Faramarzan. In the village 
of Jonah about 35 kms. SW Bastak there 


were extensive loss of life and property 


where many buildings and mosques were 
destroyed. This earthquake occurred 

during Friday noon prayer. In Jonah 

alone it killed about 80 people while 
some were praying. 


Much damage was done. 


Earthquake was felt. 


Wilson (Perry) 


Wilson (PGG*) 


Wilson (Perry) 


Wilson (PGG) 
Mduahid, p.19 
ov 


Wilson (PGG) 


Wilson (Fuchs) 


| 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


19-20Nay 1884 


June 1884 


14-24Nov.1887 


1890 


End of Feb. 1894 


llJan.1897 
(at night) 


Qishm Il. 


Ras-al Khaimah 


(Persian Gulf) 
Bushire 
Jahrum 


Kamarij 
Khisht 


Fasa 


Shiraz 


Quishm Is. 


142 persons kidled; many villages Wilson (Fuchs, 
destroy.d Shah gave 1400 Tomans ($200.00) PGG) 

for relicvf. Annual Revenue remitted. Kahahi, p.129 
Many inhabitants left the island. The b b 
earthquake was felt in the port of Lingeh 

with no damage. According to Kahahi 

during May 1885 (corresponding to 1303 A.H.) 

a major earthquake occurred in the Qishm 

Island which continued for some period of 

time. It killed 71 people in Laft, 2 in 

Soheili, 7 in Tonlan, 30 in)Deyrestan, one 

in Suza, 8 in Bande Haji Ahi, 16 in Ramhoun, 

10 in Koushah, 20 from Gorhah- dan and 

Sourghan,,,7 from Karanan,' 11 from Zeinahi, 

18 from Reiposht, 4 from Majian, and 13 from 

Geyahdan. Total people killed were 218. 

Almost all houses whcih were not from wood 

were destroyed. This earthquake had not 

much effect of the city of Qishn. 


Wilson (PGG) 


Wilson (PGG) 


30 people killed 4 


Earthquake felt, not much damage 


Wilson (PGG) 
KaHahi, p.129 
b b 


Some injury to life and property 


The town was leveled to the ground, 
1600, people were killed. Only two 
mostves and three or four other 
buildings left standing.According to 
Kahahi on Monday night 14th of the 
month of Sha'ban 1316 A.H. Corres- 
ponding to the year 1898 A.D. (Accord- 
ing to computation it correspond to 


"ay 


BS 


3h 


SP) 


11 Jan. 1897 
(all night) 


9 June 1902 


25-27 Apr. 1905 


31 Oct. 1956 


Larek Island 
Port of Lingeh 


Qishm Is. 


Bandar Abbas 


Lar-Bastak 


26 Dec. 1898 which seems to fall on 
Wednesday R.) Another major earthquake 
occurred in the City of Qishm which 
killed about 750 people there. The 
people changed all their adobe and 
masonry houses to the wooden buildings. 
One year after this the city caught fire 
and most of the wooden buildings were 
burned. 


Loss of life 
No loss of life, earthquake was felt 


Considerable damage. Shocks also felt 

at Bandar Abbas, where 10 lives were lost 
and many houses destroyed. Shocks 
continued for several days. 


The shock wes also felt on islands of 
Qishm and Hangam. Landslides and 
destruction of buildings in Kuh-i-Giano, 
and in Isin village. 


A destructive earthquake of Magnitude 6.4 
occurred in Lar near Bastak, killing 
some 225 people and injuring more than 
3000 people. According to Mauhid this 
earthquake cracked only a few houses 

in Bestak, however, it was so strong 

in Gawdah area that the,three villages 
Dehtal, Chandozdan, Barde-lari which 
were close to each other, plus the 
village of Fatpiah which were far 

from the others, were totally destroyed. 
It also damaged other villages such 

as Tadruyah and Dahnak. In this earth- 
quake about 253 people of Gamdoh 

area were killed. It caused about 

20 million pials (2.5 million dollars) 
damage. R 


Wilson(PGG) 


Wilson (PGG) 


Banisadr P. 16 


Mavishid p. 19 
Ov 


36 


3T 


24 Ap. 1960 Lar 
11 June 1961 ar 


Miscellaneous other historical earthquakes 


A destructive earthquake of magnitude Banisadr /’.'7 
5.9 demolished the city of Lar. All Afshar 

the buildings were completely ruined 

and some 1500 persons killed. 


An earthquake with magnitude 6.9 Banisadr (7,17 
occurred in Lar, causing some damage 
to the old city and killing about 


60 people. 
a~ Clarke (p. 13) based on report Ve : 
No. 3 is April 1962 of the seismological D 


status’ of Shiraz entitled "sur la seismiate 
de l'Iran", states that "as well as the “''® 
two major earthquakes of the nineteenth 
century there is evidence to support 
the fact that many others occurred in Shiraz 
during the ae thousand years, 
notably, in 856, 1505, 1586, 1588, 
1621, 1681, 1789, and 1814 A.D.” However, 
except for those underlined and discussed 
previously, no verification for the 
occurrence of the others have yet 
been found by the authors.” 
b- In a private communication,Professor 
Sami ,the well known recent Historian of 
Shiraz has indicated that the Island 
Qishm was destroyed in the year of 762 

(11 Nov. 1360 - 30 Oct. 1361). 
He also indicated that the Islands 
of Kish and Hangam were destroyed in 
the years 1115 A.H. (17 May 1703 - 5 
May 1704) and 1301 A.H. (2 Nov. 1883 - 
20 Oct. 1884). Correct references 
for these earthquakes at present is 
unavailable. 
c- The following information was 
obtained from interviewing some educated 
people in the earthquake zone. No 


verification has yet been obtained. 


l= 


The city of Khonge had been very 
large and wealthy up to the year 
1300 A.D. (700 A.H.) but afterward 
it was destroyed by an earth- 
quake. 

The city of Lar had been destroyed 
300 years ago (1670). It also 
had been destroyed a few times 
earlier than this date. There is 
evidence of the occurance of 

an old earthquake in the region 

of Evaz, a dependency of the 
County of Lar, the ruins of the 
villages of Barzejan, Khoshab 

and Marbout which are in the 

Evaz region can still be seen. 

The Township of Gawdah a dependency 
of Bastak was damaged by an 
earthquake about 200 years ago (1770 
A.D.) and the villages of Bask and 
Bodlofan were destroyed. 

In Jam and Riz above Siraf there 
is evidence of early destruction 
by earthquakes. Around Hermi 
which is now a small village 

there are the remains of a large 
old ruin indicating that in old 
times it had been a large city. 
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